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WHITE POPPY STALL - CENTRAL MANCHESTER MEETING HOUSE STEPS, 
SATURDAY 4th NOVEMBER, 12- 2pm (packing up earlier if bad 
weather). 

 

The support of AM Friends would be appreciated.  Flyers will be 
handed out and poppies distributed for a donation.  Hot drinks 

available in the Friends Room throughout. 

www.ppu.org.uk/remembrance-white-poppies 

 
 

 

  

Writer and poet Benjamin Zephaniah explain why he wears a 
white poppy. "I love wearing my white poppy... We have to 
remember all victims of war, not just the select few. And we 
have to work towards a world where there is no war." 

 
White poppies are now available in the reception area of Central 
Manchester Meeting House/ Mount St, with an honesty box for people 
to make a donation.  The suggestion is £1 which will cover the cost of 
the poppies and a donation to the Peace Pledge Union. 

 

http://www.ppu.org.uk/remembrance-white-poppies
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QUIZ FOR PRISONS WEEK, 2023 
Shining a Light on our Prisons 

Robert Wilson sent this for inclusion in the Newsletter 
 

1. How many prisons in the UK? 
 

2. How many prisoners (the daily average) were there in England 
and Wales in September 2023? 
 

3. How many prisoners (the daily average) were there in England 
and Wales in 1993? 
 

4. What is the projected prison population by 2025? 
 

5. What is the average annual cost of keeping a person in prison for 
a year? 
 

6. How many deaths in custody over the last 12 months? 
 

7. By how much has the length of a life sentence increased from 
2003 to the present time? 
 

8. What does IPP stand for? How many people are affected? 
 

9. What are the five aims of sentencing in England and Wales? 
 

10. What are the three types of electronic monitoring used in 
England and Wales? 
 

Answers on page 52 
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REPARATIONS 
by Elizabeth Coleman 

 
On 4 October I attended the Woodbrooke online course on 
Reparations, led by Kate McNally and Tanya Hubbard. There 
were 23 people including the facilitators. We were shown the 
10 points of the Caribbean (CARICOM) plan for reparations, and 
went into break-out rooms, where each group considered 2 or 
3 of the points, asking why it is necessary, who would benefit 
and who would lose if a point was put into effect, and possible 
objections and how to counter them.  The points included: 

- A full formal apology 
- Public Health Crisis 
- Psychological Rehabilitation 

My break-out group considered the last 2. The issues were 
greater equality, and transfer of funds from the descendants of 
exploiters to the descendants of the exploited. Many points 
were raised, but one that interested me was about “who would 
lose?” Wilkinson and Pickett in their book “The Spirit Level” 
showed that, where a country becomes more equal, everyone 
benefits, not just the poor. In worldwide terms, the small 
number of super-rich would lose out if we had greater equality 
in health care, and paid for psychological rehabilitation of 
descendants of slaves, and our own standards of living would 
fall. But we can only survive if we become more equal, (the 
super-rich have a really huge carbon footprint) and only the 
extremely selfish would want to leave an uninhabitable world 
for future generations, including their own grandchildren.  
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VIGIL AT CONSERVATIVE PARTY CONFERENCE 
 

 

 
Manchester and Warrington Friends repeated their “No New Oil / 

Make Polluters Pay Vigil to give a message to delegates to the 

Conservative Party Conference.  On October 3rd we stood with 

placards and banners on the steps of Central Manchester FMH in 

Mount Street, close to the Conference. Conservative delegates 

passed close by or came into the Meeting House, which was hosting 

a number of Fringe events. 

 

We distributed over a hundred leaflets and added nineteen 

signatures to the petition, which had had forty from the vigil the 

previous week. Predictably, the leaflets were taken by people passing 

by, rarely by delegates; and Priti Patel declined to take one. 

However, the Guardian’s Environment editor, Fiona Harvey, 

expressed her pleasure at seeing our little action..  

 

 

Jonathan Dale 
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NEWS FROM NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 
 
We are struggling to find people to fill some important roles, in 
particular the Clerking Team, and Safeguarding Co-Ordinator.  We hope 
that some of these problems could be eased if we look again at what 
needs doing and how it is best done, using the framework of Simpler 
Meetings. Area Meeting did consider this some years back, and changes 
were made, but it would be good to try again. Nominations 
Committee’s agenda tends to be quite full, so we agreed to have an 
extra meeting to talk about Simpler Meetings.  
 
 
 
 

THOUGHTS ON SIMPLER MEETINGS 
by Elizabeth Coleman 

 
I attended the Woodbrooke 2-hour course on Simpler Meetings, and 
these are my thoughts: 
 
People are finding that the ways of doing things that have worked for 
many years are no longer working, and change is needed. A lot more 
thinking is needed. 
 
ADVANTAGES OF BEING A COMPACT AREA MEETING 
I used to be a member of what is now North Thames Area Meeting, 
which is geographically spread from Harlow in the north to east London 
in the south, to Southend in the East – an L-shape. Manchester & 
Warrington AM works better as we are not so geographically spread, so 
can have evening face-to-face meetings, garden parties and other face-
to-face events which would have been difficult for North Thames. We 
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know people from other Local Meetings quite well rather than just 
meeting occasionally at Area Meeting.  
 
MERGING/WORKING WITH ADJACENT AREA MEETINGS 
The Area Meetings of Wales have all combined into one charity. We 
could join adjacent Area Meetings if they were agreeable, but it would 
be sad to lose the closeness we have as Manchester & Warrington. But 
there are many ways we could benefit from working with other Area 
Meetings, without (or before) going the whole way and merging. There 
are some roles that could work well if shared between more than one 
Area Meeting, such as Registering Officer, who needs to build up 
knowledge, but may have very few weddings to deal with; some 
aspects of Safeguarding, which we are finding so daunting; Conflict 
Advisory Group, which would benefit from having members from 
outside our AM who would be seen as objective where conflict 
transformation was needed. The role of Trustee becomes more 
demanding, the more Quaker meetings are covered. Manchester & 
Warrington could keep its identity within a larger merged AM. For 
example, Social Justice Group might work better within a limited area, 
so could continue to be a Manchester & Warrington group, so people 
could meet face-to-face. 
 
MEETING HOUSES 
A lot of time is spent managing meeting houses, and meetings might 
consider whether to reduce this burden by using rented premises. 
 
BECOMING A WORSHIPPING GROUP 
A meeting might decide to dispense with Local Business meetings, and 
just meet weekly like a yoga group, with little of the admin that being a 
Local Quaker Meeting requires. They might become a sub-group of a 
neighbouring Local Quaker Meeting and attend their business meetings 
- a bit like the Wednesday worship group that meets at Central 
Manchester. 
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SUPPORT ROLE-HOLDERS 
Nominations Committee nominates, Area Meeting appoints, but there 
is no-one with the specific task of supporting role-holders. This support 
may be provided by a group such as Pastoral Care Team to its own 
members, but sole role-holders get little support. Support needed may 
vary from tea and cake and sympathy, to professional help with part of 
the role.  
 
GIVE INFORMATION AS TO WHAT ROLE HOLDERS DO 
Nominations Committee is collecting role descriptions, but more 
informal sharing could be useful – like Clerk, Treasurer etc talking for 5 
minutes after M for W about what they do. I am considering doing 
short interviews with role holders for the Newsletter. 
 
STAFF 
Many Area Meetings do not have any paid staff other than part-time 
wardens, while we have a number, some of whom are exclusively 
dealing with room lettings or acting as warden/caretakers, but some of 
whom work for the Area Meeting doing tasks which would be done by 
Quakers in other Area meetings. Any review of roles would also involve 
looking at where we most need staff help. If we do more jointly with 
other Area Meetings, one thing we have to offer is professional support 
by staff.  
 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
Wendy Hampton may be able to help us in finding a way forward. 
 
MORE INFORMATION 
Google SIMPLER QUAKER MEETINGS 
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Friends Summer School 2023 

by Richard Taylor 

 
Summer School this year was held at Preston Montford Field Study 
Centre, near Shrewsbury, from Sunday 13th to Saturday 19th August. It 
was a good site with much more available space than the previous year 
at Blencathra – even if the views were not so spectacular. Like 
Blencathra, Preston Montford was chosen because the site was fully 
accessible, which was essential as one of our young people uses an 
electric wheelchair for mobility, and we need everyone to be able to 
participate fully in Summer School activities.  
 
As is often the case, the new site presented us with some challenges. 
Prominent among them was a lack of any space except the dining room 
that was large enough to take the whole group sitting down. During our 
planning, we had worked out ways to adapt our activities to make use 
of smaller spaces and as the week progressed, we learnt how to 
rearrange the dining room to maximise its potential for sessions as well 
as meals times.  
 
Summer School was attended by 54 young people, 19 staff and 6 
caterers. It is encouraging that the numbers of young people attending 
are rising again and this should continue with reports from other Area 
Meetings of large numbers of 8-10 year olds who will be able to 
participate in years to come. 
 
One of the most valued aspects of Summer School is that it is an 
inclusive community - this both underpins everything we hope to 
achieve and is the authentic expression that demonstrates conclusively 
that we are becoming what we set out to be. The most common 
feedback we receive from young people is that Summer School is a 
place where they can truly be themselves, where they are accepted for 
who they are without any fear of being judged or discriminated. 
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The theme for this year was Pride and Prejudice. As usual, it was 
addressed in a variety of ways: in a session about flags and icons 
including a history and explanation of the Pride rainbow flag, a session 
about Neuro Diversity that looked at how our brains all work in different 
ways, a singing workshop and performance from Taylor Giacoma and 
Manda Luckcock and a session called Talkaoke where we discussed the 
question “Is pride a bad thing?”.  
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Taylor Giacoma’s session was based around her musical composition 
“Cowards” which is about the experiences of conscientious objectors. 
We often get feedback from young people at Summer School but it is 
unusual to have visitor speakers feedback about their experience. Taylor 
sent us this note the day after her session –  
 
“Thank you so much and thank you to all of the amazing Friends and 
friends of Friends who welcomed our little musical troupe into your 
beautiful community. I should tell you that on the drive back home, the 
ladies shared with me just how much they enjoyed being part of the 
day, and how special your community is. We had the usual professional 
debrief you’d expect, but most of the conversation was about the day as 
a whole and the wonderful time we’d had. There was much heartfelt 
sharing about how amazing it is to find somewhere you can be yourself, 
and how rare it is to find such a place. They were truly moved, 
particularly regarding some of the kind words spoken during epilogue, 
their words were “it was beautiful”. 
I am just so grateful to have been given the opportunity to share 
“Cowards” with the very special community you have created, and I 
want you all to know that it is an experience that I will always cherish. 
Thank you, Taylor”. 

 
There are always a good number of wet and messy activities at Summer 
School. The outside space at Preston Montford lent itself well to ever 
popular activities such as the Quaker Olympics, with the usual amount 
of slime and water and Dress Up and Drama featuring the beautiful 
wings made by Elin Taylor. The Family Group Challenge was very closely 
contested, with lots of Family Groups jostling for the top spot. Strict but 
impeccably fair judging meant most of the groups were still in with a 
chance of winning on the last day. 

 
Friends may remember that over the last few years, in response to 
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young people’s identified needs, we have made provision for gender 
inclusive dorm spaces. This was offered again, and 12 young people 
chose this option, with parental approval. This is another example of 
Summer School striving to create an accepting and inclusive community, 
where each person is welcomed.  

 

The staff team of 19 volunteers was again infused and enthused by an 
intake of younger Friends.  They brought a range of insights as well as 
new energy and impetus. The team was, perhaps, more representative 
of the diversity found among our young people than ever before. 
Although only 5 of the team were over 25 it felt balanced and worked 
very well together – with enthusiasm as a shared characteristic of all. 
Each member of the team has a clearly identified main role. These are 2 
Staff Facilitators, 2 Staff Support, 2 Housekeepers and 2 Young People 
Support with the remainder of the team running the family groups. 

 

 
Once again, we were able to use our own catering team.  We are 
fortunate in having volunteers with professional catering skills and 
experience, enthusiasm, and commitment. One of the consistent stand 
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outs in the Summer School evaluation was the quality of food. The 
catering team produced food that met an extensive list of dietary 
requirements, and it was always excellent!  
 
Planning for next year is already underway. We will be returning to 
Preston Montford and will further adapt our timetable, and develop 
more flexibility in our ways of working, so that Summer School is better 
adapted than ever to our expressed purpose. For instance - we 
recognised that ambient noise levels, although better, were sometimes 
still unmanageable for some and we will continue to explore ways to 
make best use of the dining room and outside marquee spaces. 
 
Summer School continued to find new ways for us to express our 
values, uphold dignity and respect for others, and create a space where 
everyone, young and old, can allow themselves to be vulnerable, whilst 
remaining confident that such openness will be safeguarded and the 
value of each, nurtured. When it achieves its purpose, Summer School 
is less of an activity that one participates in, and more of a shared 
creation that one experiences.  
 
This will be the last time I present the Summer School report. I first 
went to Summer School in 1975 as a rather awkward and shy 11 year 
old boy from the Wirral. Forty eight years later, my Summer School 
journey has finally come to an end. In that time, through 42 different 
Summer Schools, I have had the privilege to watch hundreds of young 
people grow and develop, including and especially as volunteers on the 
staff team. I am stopping now because Summer School is in a good 
place. The foundations and structure are strong but still flexible to allow 
the event to evolve. The finances are healthy, and the numbers of 
young people are rising again. Most importantly, the team of volunteers 
who will continue their Summer School journeys are enthusiastic, 
talented and committed. They all understand what makes Summer 
School work and it is in safe hands 
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ECCLES WELCOMES GERMAN VISITORS 

 
On the evening of Saturday 7 October, about 30 people gathered in 
Eccles Meeting House for a meal followed by a discussion. They were 
from churches in Lunen, Germany; their hosts from various churches in 
Salford; and Eccles Friends. Salford churches have a long-standing 
relationship with Lunen churches, and Keith Archer has been involved 
for some years. There are alternate visits – people from Lunen churches 
coming to Salford, and people from Salford churches going to Lunen. A 
number of Eccles Friends have visited Lunen as part of this. Lunen 
Friends were coming towards the end of their visit, and two themes 
had emerged over the few days they had been in Salford – war and 
migration – so these were the themes for the discussion. We 
appreciated the opportunity to see things from a different viewpoint, 
and were reminded that it is a privilege to live in a multi-cultural society 
where we hear so many different viewpoints. 
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QUAKERS IN RUSSIA 1916-1931 

 

Sergei Nikitin lived near Leningrad/St Petersburg until 2007, when he 
retired and moved to Derbyshire, where he attends Disley Meeting. He 
has written a number of books in English and in Russian, including 
“Quakers in Russia 1916-1931” which was the theme of his talk at 
Mount St on 7 October.  
 
There were many refugees in Russia in 1916, from Poland, Belarus and 
elsewhere. Quakers came from America, Britain and other countries, 
and focussed their work on Buzuluk, towards the south of Russia, as the 
proportion of refugees to the local population was particularly high 
there, at about 25%. Initially they worked on providing employment, 
medical help and orphanages. In 1918 there was civil war in Russia, and 
all the Quakers left, returning in 1920. In 1921 they returned to 
Buzuluk, where there was terrible famine, and Quakers provided food – 
in June 2022 they fed about 412,000 people. They responded to needs, 
buying horses to distribute to peasants, and opening a school to train 
people in driving tractors. Several of the Quaker volunteers died of 
typhus in Russia.  But many lives were saved. 
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ANNE EARDLEY MEMORIAL MEETING 9 OCTOBER 

 

This booklet of photos lovingly remembering her life was given out 
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Thoughts on Mayor’s Green Summit 2023 

by Sandra Dutson 

On Monday October 2nd 2023 in Manchester the 6th Green summit was 

held, an initiative of our Gtr Manchester mayor. 

 

The Lowrie was packed so over 1000 people 

. 

Some of the highlights and points of interest to me were: 

 

1.  The Mayor works hard to share the platform with other speakers 

so it is always an inclusive kind of event when the views and role 

of young people is very evident.  

 

2. One of speakers was Alok Sharma obviously clear-minded about 

impacts of climate change and building, not backtracking, on 

COP26 etc. One can only guess at his feelings and thoughts about 

the other conference from which he had come (the Conservative 

Party Conference was being held in Manchester) but there was a 

sense he was genuinely upset and disturbed by the backtracking of 

the Conservative Party on environmental policies and goals.  

 

3.  One of familiar patterns for the main sessions is for a panel of 

people to present their views on particular issues with some ques-

tioning including from the audience.  One such session ended with 

a request for everyone on the panel to give 3 words to sum up their 

views about present situation in the UK.  The mayor’s own re-

sponses said his were; 'dangerous, defeatist, divisive and added de-

pressing’. He had asserted that the Greater Manchester targets for 

zero carbon remained as before.  

 

4. The Faith communities had an afternoon slot and talked a bit about 

a recent visit to meet with the pope of people of faith, no faith and 
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civic leaders. The Mayor had been part of the party and was clear 

climate justice and social justice are intertwined. It was interesting 

that this packed theatre of all sorts of people was totally silent 

while the visit was spoken of. And popes new message spoken of 

as well as Laudate si. 

 

There were smaller discussion sessions in the afternoon and throughout 

there were the stalls from a whole variety of organisations including 

Carbon Literacy, vegan group, Waste disposal team etc. The whole em-

phasis was on working together on a major, some would say THE major 

issue of our time.  We also ate together. A very tasty vegan hot cottage 

pie. 

 

I valued some of the informal conversations especially with a young per-

son helping with the stewarding who works for the GMCA on the retro-

filling team.  He assured me all their work is monitored in terms of num-

bers of buildings retrofitted and people trained. He clearly was proud of 

his work.  

 

There are I am sure limits on what such events can achieve and it was 

not perfect but it was heartening to see so many people genuinely work-

ing together and that this is fully supported by the GMCA. 
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We don't currently have an LGBTQ group, which l still think is a shame. 

l did ask if anyone wanted to start one, but was told that when the army 

and the banks and the oil industry started having huge floats that the like 

to send around that the members of the group that had existed withdrew. 

I then went on the Facebook site and asked the same question, but got 

only 1 reply, so l in turn gave up! 

 

However, l remain a member of Quaker Rainbow an across British 

Yearly Meeting group, who meet mostly online and occasionally in 

person and am a member of the LGBTQ online pastoral care team and at 

our latest online gathering that the Quaker LGBTQ group and last month 

reached 50, since originally set up as l think Quaker Gay Fellowship in 

Manchester with the membership including our own David Blamires. 

 
So this still seems to me to be a milestone worth marking! 

 

Kate 
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CHANGE OF DATE OF ENVIRONMENT GROUP MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Environment Group will be on Thursday 16 
November at 7.15pm by Zoom. (This is the third Thursday of the month 
– the group usually meets on the second Thursday.) 
 
 

CONFLICT TIMBER 
 
In our last Newsletter, Hoon expressed her joy at the legal victory of the 
indigenous people of Borneo wanting to protect their forests, who 
were taken to court by a multinational company. Here is some 
background information. 
 
Borneo is a hotspot of biodiversity, but much has already been logged. 
It was intended to build a dam in the middle of pristine forest, but it 
was not built. The government has been convinced to pass 
management of a large area of forest to the communities that live 
there. But people continue to log illegally. The lawsuit was very 
aggressive, intended to silence the indigenous community and to warn 
any other indigenous people trying to defend their forests. Protest was 
not possible during the lawsuit.  
 
The indigenous people won, helped by an international campaign 
alongside the legal appeal. A spotlight was shone on shady practices 
usually kept in the dark. This is a major victory. Malaysia has a new 
consultative panel on climate change, and indigenous people have been 
asked to take part on the panel, which has never happened before.  
 
But there is still work to do. Almost all the timber that we import is 
conflict timber, in that it is logged without the informed consent of the 
communities affected. There is a wider battle to be fought.  
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Quakers in Britain are shocked and 
deeply saddened by the major escalation 
of violence in Israel and Palestine 
As of 11 October 2023, more than 1,200 people have been killed 
in Israel and more than 900 in Gaza. Over 2,700 people have been 
injured in Israel, and 4,250 in Gaza. More than 260,000 Gazans 
have been displaced from their homes. Up to 150 people have 
been taken hostage by Hamas. Behind these rising numbers of 
deaths and casualties are individual lives ended or changed 
irrevocably. We mourn those lives already lost and call for an 
immediate de-escalation. 

Smoke rises from Gaza near where Hamas militants broke through 

kibbutz Kfar Aza's fence in Israel days earlier, photo credit: Alexi J. 

Rosenfeld for Getty Images 
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Indiscriminate attacks on civilians are always unjustifiable. They 
violate international humanitarian law which seeks to limit the 
harms of war and protect non-combatants. We condemn the 
Hamas attacks on Israeli civilians and the taking of hostages. We 
also condemn the violent actions of the Israeli state in Gaza, 
including airstrikes into areas with high civilian populations, and 
cutting off water, electricity, and access to humanitarian relief. 

We have said before that these cycles of violence must be 
understood in the context of Israel's military occupation of 
Palestine, including the blockade on Gaza. The past year has seen 
record levels of attacks on Palestinian communities, and a sharp 
increase in human rights violations. This includes demolition of 
homes and schools, repression of nonviolent protests and mass-
arrests. 

As Quakers we place equal value on every human life and see that 
the structural violence of the occupation damages all people of 
the region. We believe the situation can only be resolved when the 
occupation has ended and the inherent equality, dignity and worth 
of all is realised. 

It is time for everyone – including the international community – 
to recognise that no military solution will bring a permanent end 
to violence. Only a just peace based on international law can do 
that. We urge the UK government and international leaders to 
ensure humanitarian access and response. We call for a ceasefire 
and release of hostages to prevent further loss of life and 
suffering for Israelis and Palestinians. 

 
This statement on Israel/Palestine was taken from the national 

Quaker website www.quaker.org.uk 
 

See also www.quaker.org.uk/blog/5-solidarity-actions-you-can-take-
for-palestine-and-israel-oct-2023 
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QUOTES FROM ARTICLE BY CLARK SEANOR  

IN “THE FRIEND” 13 OCTOBER 2023 (QUOTED WITH PERMISSION) 
 
ON MINISTRY 
We say what we say with the humility of knowing that we cannot speak 
with true certainty – we are all fallible – but with the hope that truth 
may be found in what we say. We try to speak in a way that enables 
others to find the truth. 
 
ON ETHNICITY 
There is something interesting and unsettling about the fact that a 
Quaker meeting is one of the only places where I, and sometimes other 
people, become eminently aware of my ethnic background. I am not 
sure that this is right. 
 
ON ANTI-RACISM 
The kind of Quaker anti-racism that is espoused by Britain Yearly 
Meeting carries a perspective with it that, while targeted against 
oppression, begins at the starting point of an oppressor, or at least 
somebody who has the capacity to oppress. It asks: I am free, why isn’t 
everybody else? 
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ROOM BOOKINGS IN A TIME OF INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT 
  
One of the joys of having a building as large and flexible as Mount 
Street within our Area Meeting is the wide range of groups and 
events that share our space and contribute to our funds, through 
paid-for bookings. However, that diversity can bring its own 
challenges, as experienced this month. 
  
On the evening of 10 October, I took the decision (in consultation 
with Friends in key roles) to cancel a planned Socialist Workers 
Party (SWP) event scheduled to take place the following evening. 
SWP have a weekly booking at Mount Street, but the nature of 
their meeting had changed in response to events in 
Israel/Palestine and publicity for the altered meeting included a 
clear depiction of violence. Similar bookings at other Quaker 
venues were also cancelled at short notice. 

  

The question of exactly what is, and is not, an acceptable booking 
for one of our Meeting Houses can be difficult to answer. I am 
taking particular care over any proposed bookings that involve 
discussion or presentations on the current conflict and hugely 
appreciate the support of Friends in a number of roles, who are 
upholding the staff team in this task. 

  

Liz O’Neill, Executive Officer 

liz@manchesterquakers.org.uk 

  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:liz@manchesterquakers.org.uk
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COP 28 PRESIDENT 
 
Sultan al Jaber, the president of this year’s United Nations climate 
conference (COP28), is also the chief executive of oil company Abu 
Dhabi National Oil Co. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
SUMMER GARDEN GATHERING PROCEEDS 

 
The total proceeds of the skill share etc at the Gathering were £1,340. 
This will be distributed as follows: 
 
Quaker Work Fund                  £545 
Quaker Congo Partnership    £545 
Equality Trust                           £125 
Tax Justice UK                          £125 
 
While it was initially agreed that the funds raised should go 50% to 
Quaker Work Fund and 50% to Quaker Congo Partnership, we were 
asked by donors to give their donations to other relevant causes, which 
we agreed. Any expenses claimed will be funded by the witness groups, 
so all amounts raised can go to good causes. 

 
Justicia raised £189 from the sale of Fair Trade goods. 
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LOCATION OF MEETING HOUSES 
by Elizabeth Coleman 

After Meeting for Worship this morning at Eccles, which only 8 people 
attended, a Friend said to me that people who attend Mount St often 
live closer to our smaller meetings than to Mount St. He suggested 
having one Sunday when they were all encouraged to attend the 
meeting nearest to where they lived, and maybe some of them would 
like it and continue to attend there. In any case, it would bring people 
from different meetings together. We could have a Sunday when 
everyone (not just Mount St Friends) was encouraged to attend the 
meeting nearest their home. 
 
A Friend once said to me that our meeting houses are not where we 
would choose them to be – for example, it would make sense to have a 
meeting house in Chorlton. I think it would be interesting to get a big 
map of Manchester and put pins in where each Friend or attender 
lived, and see where we would choose to meet on Sundays if we could 
start from scratch. (Maybe it would be more practical to just take a 
random sample of Friends and attenders.) We would need to take 
account of public transport on Sundays.  
 
One Friend suggested that, if there are two small struggling meetings, 
they could pair up, and on the 1st and 3rd weeks of the months 
everyone would worship at one of the locations, and on other weeks 
they would worship at the other. 

 
Is it right to have a meeting house for a small group to meet for worship 
for an hour on Sundays? Possibly, if the meeting house is well used 
during the week by others. We get to know and love the people in our 
own meetings, and we love our meeting houses, even if an objective 
exercise might lead us to believe that we should be worshipping 
somewhere else, and perhaps in rented premises.  
All this is food for thought.  
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The Sacred Return of Lost Things 

A Quaker visit to the 2023 Liverpool Biennial 

By Sarah Alldred and Penelope Gouk 

 ‘Play-Games-Poetry-Music-Movement- all the Arts, are unnecessary 
yet absolutely essential. They make possible the impossible and recon-

cile the irreconcilable’  

Quaker Faith and Practice, 2nd Ed. 21.36 

The Quakers have a long history of opposing slavery and were among the 
founders of the Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade in 
1787, a UK non-violent social movement that led to the abolition of slav-
ery across the then British colonies by 1833. 

However, as we have learned from Lancaster Meeting for example, not 
all Quakers were consistent in their opposition to slavery, some owning 
or trading slaves, especially in the colonies where slavery was more en-
trenched and profitable. The involvement of Quakers was a contradic-
tion that reflected the social, economic and political realities of their 
time, as well as their own complex struggles with conscience and faith 
that Quakers today would find difficult to comprehend. 

With the weight of this acknowledgement, in May 2022 Quakers in Brit-
ain resolved to make practical reparations for their involvement in the 
slave trade, and  launched a project called "Racial Justice and Equality in 
Our Society" to address this legacy. The objective is not only about finan-
cial compensation, but about acknowledging the harm done, healing the 
wounds, and transforming the structures that perpetuate racism and in-
equality. 

Even before this national initiative was launched, following the death of 
George Floyd in May 2020 Central Manchester Elders and Pastoral Care 
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Team were encouraging others in our AM to support the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement and to develop a long-term commitment to becoming an 
actively anti-racist organisation. This concern led to the creation of an 
informal BLM group, which during lockdown organised online book 
groups and other virtual anti-racist events. In April 2022 this initiative 
morphed into the AM Racial Justice Group  which, by continuing to direct 
our Meeting’s attention towards white privilege and its links with other 
injustices in the world, has generated a shared willingness to educate 
ourselves about the communities and cultures that continue to suffer 
from these inequalities. 

It was in this spirit of collective exploration and understanding that five 
members of the RJG (all from Central Manchester) together attended 
uMoya - the Sacred Return of Lost Things, the theme of the 2023 Liver-
pool Biennial. As the Curator Khanyisile Mbongwa states – uMoya means 
spirit, breath, air, climate and wind. The Biennial was about exploring 
Liverpool’s complex history with the slave trade through this elemental 
lens  - calling up ‘ancestral and indigenous forms of knowledge, wisdom 
and healing’ through 380 artworks. 

The artists who were invited to show their work hailed from all over the 
world, particularly the global South, and represented indigenous cultures 
as well as descendants of slaves in former colonies. The exhibition of-
fered visitors an unprecedented opportunity to experience the wealth of 
artistic creativity in these often-marginalised communities, and in partic-
ular to acknowledge the legacy of the slave trade that continues to have 
an impact today. 

The weather was fine so walking between sites was pleasurable although 
it was quite a trek from the venues clustered in the city centre to the 
Tobacco Warehouse, a huge building in Stanley Dock that was desig-
nated as Number 1 on a map that usefully guided us on our tour around 
the city. The vast warehouse (made from 27 million bricks and standing 
125 feet high) originally stored rum and tobacco and was integral to the 
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violent success of the colonial economy. Now this site was given over to 
art works that explored themes of repair and healing. One outstanding 
installation, the ‘Chorus of Soil’  by Binta Diaw used soil and seeds to map 
an eighteenth-century plan of a slave ship that originally came from a 
Quaker tract on slavery.  

 

The sheer scale of this work was breathtaking, being made up of almost 
life size coffin-like heaps of soil that represented the black bodies inhu-
manely crammed into the ship’s hold. Importantly, these piles contained 
seeds that signified the regenerative potential of the soil where things 
can grow and flourish even while mourning takes place for the terrible 
loss of human life on the slave ships. 

It is difficult to single out a particular affective work that we saw, but I 
think that one of the most moving installations for me (Penny) was on 
the fourth floor of the Tate Liverpool, titled ‘The Echo of an Ancient Form 
of Knowledge’. This work was produced by the  Guatemalan artist Edgar 
Calel, who drew on ancestral knowledge from his Mayan heritage to cre-
ate a space where stones adorned with fruit and vegetables constitute a 
sacred site of ritual and serve as an offering to the land and Calel’s an-
cestors. Even before reading the text on the wall that explained how, for 
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Calel, dreams, art and spirituality are always interconnected I felt a pow-
erful sense of the sacred that was similar to my experience of  Quaker 
worship.   

 

Likewise, for me (Sarah) these works were incredibly profound in their 
simplicity, and the one artwork that also stood out was by Sandra Suubi 
at the  Open Eye Gallery  called  ‘Samba Gown’ made from discarded 
plastic from Uganda’s rivers, an after effect of colonialism. As the artist 
states – the work re-enacts the Ugandan Independence ceremony of 
1962 as a Wedding ceremony – when Uganda (the bride) entered into a 
binding contract with its former colonisers (the groom). I was amazed at 
how beautiful, powerful and defiant all of these discarded items were 
once pulled together into a dress. 
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One of the key messages that came out of the visit was that whilst the 
task of reparation and healing is a difficult but necessary act for commu-
nities to move forward - the arts can act as a liberator in making the pro-
cess more bearable.  In addition, and on a more personal level, each one 
us valued the bond of traveling together as a shared community to expe-
rience the Biennial together, bringing our own histories, expectations 
and needs, and expressing these openly over the various food and drink 
stops we had throughout the day. 
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ECOCIDE 
 
The Environment Group very much hopes that you will send a version 
of the draft letter on Ecocide to your MP, the Government, a Party 
Leader 
as you see helpful. Area Meeting has endorsed this concern which is 
another way to try to halt the continuing dreadful damage that is being 
done to our natural world. 

 
Jonathan Dale 
 
Your address, with email and phone 
Rishi Sunak / Keir Starmer / Ed Davey / Your Constituency MP 
House of Commons 
London SW1A 1AA 
 
 
Dear 

MAKE ECOCIDE AN INTERNATIONAL CRIME 

 
I am writing to you as a member of the Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) (and one of your constituents). 
 
I have grown increasingly concerned for the health of all the life forms 
we live alongside, interact with and depend on. We are experiencing 
huge losses of habitat – including rain forests -, biodiversity of every 
kind, including insects, plants, mammals, fish and birds. Despite all the 
warnings and the conferences pledging action, these losses are 
continuing and, in many cases, increasing. 
 
This is why we need to try a new remedy. We need to make Ecocide an 
International Crime that can be prosecuted. The worst instigators of 
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environmental destruction might thus be encouraged to think twice 
before risking their freedom and their futures. 
 
“Ecocide” means the destruction of the environment.   
 
The aim of Stop Ecocide International is to amend the Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court by recognising ecocide as a fifth crime 
against the peace and security of humanity. It is no less serious than 
war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide or aggression. 
 
This proposal is carefully aimed at the major  perpetrators of 
environmental destruction, rather than individuals who drive a car or 
take a flight, or farmers who pollute a river accidentally. The definition 
of the crime has been very carefully worked out. In June 2021 the 
Independent Expert Panel for the Legal Definition of Ecocide convened 
by the Stop Ecocide Foundation, which is the charitable arm of Stop 
Ecocide International produced the following definition: 
“Ecocide means unlawful or wanton acts committed with knowledge 
that there is a substantial likelihood of severe and either widespread or 
long-term damage to the environment being caused by those acts.” 

 
This campaign has had growing support, in the global south, in the 
European Union and in UN institutions. Please give it your support, 
encourage your Party to support it  and feed back to me your personal 
response and that of your party. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
PS The following will suggest the scale of this crisis: wild animals sre so 
reduced in numbers as to weigh approximately 4% of the weight of all 
the mammals on the planet. All the rest is the weight of.us human 
beings (36%) and our domestic animals (60%) 
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Hosting scheme for survivors of modern slavery 

  

This email was sent FAO Clare McCann 

  
(Clare suggested that this could be an article for the newsletter.) 
 
Dear Clare, 
  
I work for the charity Hope at Home and earlier in the year we 
shared information about our charity in The Friend and so I’m 
contacting you on the back of this. 
  
We run the only hosting scheme for survivors of modern slavery 
in the UK and we train and support hosts across the UK who have 
a spare bedroom and a loving heart to welcome a survivor into 
their home for a fixed period of time, and our hosts are couples, 
families and single people who care about the marginalised in 
society and want to see individuals find freedom. Modern slavery 
is a huge problem in the UK with 16,938 people coming out of 
slavery last year and many of these people are also asylum 
seekers or refugees and can end up on the streets surviving 
homelessness as well as trying to deal with the trauma of 
surviving exploitation. 
  
I can see from your website that we share many of the same 
beliefs and your section stating “Quakers believe our faith is 
lived through action. We work positively and creatively with 
others to build a more just and peaceful world.” is exactly what 
we try to do in our work to support survivors. 

  
I am currently trying to find people across the Greater 
Manchester and North West area who may be willing to become 
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a host with us and who can offer a spare bedroom for a fixed 
period of time to a person who has been exploited and needs a 
safe place to stay. This is not a project for you to run, we do that, 
and so I’m just getting in touch to see whether any Quakers in 
your local groups might be interested in finding out more about 
what we do and then some may wish to join us as hosts.  

  
Ruth Packwood 

Hosting Coordinator 

 

 

Hope at Home is a national charity dedicated to training and sup-
porting volunteers to host survivors of modern day slavery and 
human trafficking. In 2022 there were 16,938 people identified as 
potential victims of slavery in the UK and many of these are also 
asylum seekers or refugees and can end up on the streets surviv-
ing homelessness as well as trying to deal with the trauma of 
surviving exploitation. 

The charity was founded in 2018 and since then we have pro-
vided over 8000 safe nights to survivors. We, like Quakers, work 
positively and creatively with others so that no survivor should 
be without a place to call home and we are committed to 
demonstrating real compassion to the people and communities 
we encounter. 

Chloe’s story below gives a short insight into the impact of a safe 
home. 
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Chloe* was referred to Hope at Home as she wanted to 
move on from the safehouse and be in a location closer 
to her friends and support network. Her dream was to 
study law at university and when she moved in with 
hosts, she quickly enrolled in college to start her studies. 
Her hosts gave her a place of safety and security which 
enabled Chloe to pass her exams and she was offered a 
place and a full scholarship to study Law and Criminology 
at university. She moved into university accommodation 
in 2022, is now in her second year and works two evening 
a week on the reception of a large hotel in the local city. 

*Name changed to protect survivor’s identity 

We offer in-depth training, full safeguarding procedures and 
one-to-one support to hosts who have a spare bedroom and a 
loving heart to welcome a survivor into their home for a fixed pe-
riod of time, and our hosts are couples, families and single peo-
ple who care about the marginalised in society and want to see 
individuals like Chloe find freedom. 

Due to the high number of referrals we are currently dealing 
with, we are seeking additional hosts across the North West and 
Greater Manchester. 

If you would like to find out more about hosting with us or just 
have questions about what we do, please contact Ruth Pack-
wood, Hosting Coordinator, ruth@hopeathome.org.uk, 07566 
778366 and you can find out more about our work 
https://www.hopeathome.org.uk/ 

Thank you. 

 
 

mailto:ruth@hopeathome.org.uk
https://www.hopeathome.org.uk/
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Woodbrooke Where You Are: Essentials of Quakerism 
by Kath Redmond, Warrington LM 

 
On Saturday 30th September twenty-six of us, including our tutor, Ben 
Pink Dandelion and our local development worker, Wendy Hampton, 
met at Central Manchester Meeting House for the first of our 
‘Woodbrooke Where You Are’ training sessions. It was a full day which 
ran from 10.30am to 4pm and covered the following four aspects:  

1) Essentials of Quakerism - how do we define what Quakers be-

lieve?  

2) Experience of Quakerism - why do we worship in the way we do?  

3) Discernment - how do we distinguish what is ‘of God’ ?  

4) Witness or Testimony - the life which comes out of the experience 

of Quakerism   

 
Firstly we were asked how we explain to others what Quakers believe 
which, as a group, we found surprisingly hard to define in one 
sentence! Many of us found that we were describing our Quaker way of 
life in some detail or talking about our Quaker activism and/or personal 
adherence to the Quaker Testimonies of Integrity, Equality, Simplicity, 
Community, Stewardship of the Earth and Peace.  
 
We were reminded that the early Quakers believed that everybody can 
have a direct encounter with what is beyond the material - God, Spirit, 
the Divine, the Light or however we understand this. Some of us were 
very sure that we had experienced this and others were less sure. I was 
left thinking that perhaps that feeling of ‘making the connection’ or 
‘feeling at one with the world’ could be, but didn’t need to be, dramatic 
and was perhaps a lot more accessible than many of us realised. We 
also considered that these deeply personal experiences of gratitude 
and feeling joyfully uplifted were very hard to put into words and how 
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we could feel reluctant to risk trivialising our various experiences by 
doing so.  
 

Ben then talked about how Quakers have essentially developed a 
form of worship to nurture this experience of the divine. We wait in 
silence and try to still our thoughts. Many of the early Quakers held 
meetings for three hours or more. This experience of Quakerism could 
be defined as a kind of ‘radical equality’  in that the divine is seen as 
accessible to everybody ( QF&P 19.02 George Fox’s moment of 
revelation) or ‘Collective Mysticism’ in that we are essentially here ‘to 
nurture the spiritual life ‘ (QF&P 26.08 An experience of the Divine) 
 
We then went on to discuss how we are not always great at explaining 
why we meet together in silence! We tend not to explain to newcomers 
what happens in meetings (QF&P 2.64 Passage about ‘things rising to 
the surface’ - cream or scum?)  
 

This then led on to a discussion about ministry in meeting (QF&P 
Elizabeth Salisbury - new to meeting but feeling led to minister - count 
to 10) We were reminded that any ministry we give is not ours but 
something given to us which is shared. Perhaps we should thank a 
person for ‘the’ ministry rather than ‘their’ ministry?  
 
Ben then discussed how we have developed well-honed practices of 
discernment to differentiate when we are experiencing this and when 
we are not. We claim as a tradition to be ‘led by God’ and that through 
that worship we can listen and act. But how do we know what is ‘of 
God’? As a new local meeting clerk, I then made a useful list of phrases 
for use in Business Meeting to help this process! 
The question before us is…. 
Are there any points for clarification? 
Should we give a donation to…? 
Are there alternative viewpoints we need to hear?  
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We were reminded that those taking part in the Business Meeting are 
tasked with discerning whether to speak and consider ‘Is this something 
I am being led to share with the meeting now?’ 
The clerk is discerning the process required to help us discern. The 
minute is to reflect the sense of the meeting 
Other useful phrases for clerks I made a note of included  - ‘ That 
minute is now before the meeting. Is the minute good enough? Is that 
minute now acceptable?  
Ben made a reference to the Amish way of checking whether proposed 
actions are of benefit for the community or would build the 
community. This seemed a good way of checking whether or not an 
action is a Leading. Everyone agreed that domestic matters, particularly 
redecorating or refurbishment of the meeting house, were the agenda 
items which were the most challenging and time-consuming in Business 
Meetings!  
 
Finally we considered the aspect we are perhaps most comfortable 
with - our witness or testimony, the life which comes out of the 
experience of Quakerism. We have realised that a particular kind of life 
can emerge from that experience.  
 
One of us made the very interesting point that some people (or even 
many people?) nowadays may approach Quakerism primarily from that 
aspect of our witness or testimony, work ‘backwards’ to appreciate our 
process of discernment and way of worship and only directly encounter 
the divine much later in their Quaker journey. This provided much food 
for thought and further discussion.  
 
I look forward to the next WWYA session on Quaker Spirituality led by 
Stuart Masters at South Manchester Meeting House on Saturday 28th 
October  
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REPORT ON VISITS TO MINING AREAS IN EAST CONGO 
MONITORING REPORT ON CONFLICTS CAUSED OR EXACERBATED BY 
MINING IN THE LEMERA CHEFFERY IN THE TERRITORY OF UVIRA IN 

SOUTH KIVU. 
by George Bani of Conflict Minerals Campaign 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 11, 2023, we carried out a monitoring visit to mining areas in 

the chiefdom of Bafuliru, very precisely in the village of Lemera in the 

territory of Uvira in South Kivu. Our visit aimed to identify different 

cooperatives or mining companies and the minerals exploited in this area, 

identify conflicts caused or exacerbated by mining in the area, identify 

development projects undertaken by cooperatives and or mining 

companies working in the area to improve the living conditions of local 

populations and finally, collect suggestions from local populations so that 

they benefit from the mining carried out in their village. 

 

1. Cooperatives and or mining companies operating in the village of 

Lemera and the minerals exploited: 

During our visit to this village, we identified two mining cooperatives, 

COMINAGRI of Mr. OLIVE MUDEKEREZA which exploits Cassiterite 

and the COLEM cooperative of Mr. EDMOND which exploits cement 

limestone. 
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2. The conflicts caused or exacerbated by the exploitation of cassiter-
ite and limestone in this area are, among others: 

 
1. Conflicts between the population and the mining cooperatives which 
exploit limestone and cassiterite in this area following the lack of agree-
ments signed between the population and these mining cooperatives, 
which means that the population does not benefit from this mining in 
terms of labour, improvement of their living conditions and construc-
tion of basic infrastructure such as roads, hospitals, schools. 
 
2. Conflicts between the population and traditional leaders who are ac-
cused of selling the spaces used by the population for agriculture and 
livestock to mining cooperatives, 
 
3. The conflict between the COMINAGRI mining cooperative of Olive 
Mudekereza which exploits the cassiterite in this village on the one 
hand and on the other hand the farmers and breeders who are con-
cerned that the COMINAGRI mining cooperative clean the cassiterite in 
the LEZA and KAKWENDE rivers, consequently, this pollutes the waters 
of these rivers from which the population draws water for the irrigation 
canals for their fields, and from which their cows drink, which is a dan-
ger for their livestock.   
 
Development projects undertaken by mining cooperatives in the area 
to improve the living conditions of local populations: 
During our monitoring visit to the Lemera chiefdom, the local authori-
ties, young people, women and civil society organizations with whom 
we spoke told us that no development projects are carried out by these 
cooperatives for the improvement of the living conditions of the popu-
lation, no compensation for the victims of mining by these mining coop-
eratives, for example families whose cultivable areas were granted to 
mining cooperatives by the authorities of the government, etc. 
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Suggestions from the local people: 
So that the exploitation of cassiterite and limestone in this village bene-
fits the local population and its surroundings, the people contacted dur-
ing our visit proposed the following: 
 
1. The signing of agreements between the population of Lemera and 
any mining company or cooperative which exploits or comes to exploit 
minerals in their villages, 
 
2. That the government and deputies monitor and control mining com-
panies and cooperatives on the operating site, 
 
3. That the elected deputies of the territory of Uvira, civil society organ-
izations and local leaders advocate for the provincial and national gov-
ernment grant the mining taxes to their villages (localities) for the im-
plementation of development projects.  
 
4. That civil society organizations involved in the issue of mining in the 
Uvira territory train community leaders, mining operators and local au-
thorities on mining law and make known the mining law of the DRC, 
 
5. Organize monitoring visits regularly to inquire about the real situa-
tion of our forgotten population affectedby mining and advocate so 
that mining in our village of Lemera benefits local populations. 
 
Uvira, 23 / 10 /2023 

 
 

George is Secretary of Quaker Peace Network Africa. 
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New York Yearly Meeting for Discernment  

4 March 2023 
Steve Willett asked me to put this in the Newsletter. 

 
This was read out today by Lou Harper during the 2-4pm session 
of New York Yearly Quaker Meeting for Discernment. 

Meetings for Discernment are periods of extended, waiting 
worship designed to discern leadings and strengthen connections 
in our yearly meeting. On March 4, we will center around these 
queries: 

• How might we nurture our spiritual community in a way 
that cultivates gratitude for our diverse concerns and 
experiences? 

• What do we do when it is challenging to recognize that 
of God in another? 

• How will we know when everyone feels welcome and 
deeply listened to? 

•  

Steve Willett wrote: 
 
I started my spiritual journey away from Roman Catholicism after 
reading the later tracts of Leo Tolstoy, Mahatma Gandhi's 
autobiography, books about Buddhism and Zen and Thomas 
Merton's books at the age of thirteen in Evanston, Illinois because 
I was disillusioned with the power of the Pentagon and did not see 
why the Catholic Church was not roundly condemning the Viet 
Nam War as an unjust war. 

 
Mother Mary Saint Theresa at Saint Aloysius at Oxford in 1964-5 
was my greatest Catholic teacher of mysticism and taught that 
many of the Catholic doctrines are really relationships of love that 
cannot be put into words. 
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She had experienced the resurrection of Christ in her prayer life 
and expected us to do the same. 

 
But it is only very recently that I have come to realise how much 
my mysticism comes from the spiritual nature of biology.  

 
My father, Professor Frank Willett, CBE was one of the world's 
greatest authorities on African art, archaeology and anthropology 
and I have inherited from him an anthropologist's bent at using 
the mysticism of ones own culture to find that of Christ in another. 

 
My first profound thunderbolt of Insight came before my fifth 
birthday after I had been distraught to witness some of the 
Nigerian rain forest being burned down just to grow crops and a 
chicken we had slaughtered and eaten assured me that the 
karma of all the vast number of relationships was not destroyed 
and just as the death of an insect exports huge amounts of beauty 
into other universes so the good karma of all our ecocides and 
genocides is resulting in massive creativity somewhere else. 

 
The creativity of the vast number of superior beings in many 
universes are connected together by a biological internet based 
on all our stories. 

 
We can use the creativity of the other side of 9/11 to perform 
miracles for us. 

 
But it is the stories of our entire habitat, even the stars and rocks, 
that are all part of the Christ within or the bodhicitta. 

 
Jesus was a master of the biological internet which is how he 
could approach this collective of superior beings as a loving 
Daddy. 
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We just need to have the faith of a mustard seed to replace 
container ship freighting with the Stone Age Sputnik that created 
Stone Henge, the Avebury Stone Circle and the great pyramid of 
Cheops and all our problems caused by debt and the inordinate 
power of the wealthy shall disappear. 

 
If we buried apples twenty feet underground in some of the 
mountain top coal mine slag heaps that George Lakey protested 
about they could become the museums of missiles fired in 
Yemen, Ukraine and Gaza. 

 
If people carried tobacco tins full of raisins in their pockets they 
might find bullets fired at someone appearing in them. 

 
If every time you cook a meal you put a spare meal in a plastic 
container and ignore it a day or two it could become the manna 
from heaven in some prisoner's cell or help supply a refugee 
camp somewhere. 

 
https://terebess.hu/zen/mesterek/Thich%20Nhat%20Hanh%20-
%20The%20Diamond%20That%20Cuts%20Through%20I.pdf 

Thich Nhat Hanh's The Diamond That Cuts Through Illusion  

especially his commentaries on verses 3-8. 

https://terebess.hu/english/vimalakirti-nirdesa-sutra.pdf 

Thurman's translation from the Tibetan of my favourite scripture, 
the Vimalakirti Nidesa especially the spectacular miracles in 
chapters 5 and 9 and the descriptions of the career of the 
bodhisattva in chapters 2 and the first couple of pages of chapter 
7. 

 
Steve Willett is a member of Central Manchester 
meeting, and has spent long periods on drugs for 
mental illness. 

https://terebess.hu/zen/mesterek/Thich%20Nhat%20Hanh%20-%20The%20Diamond%20That%20Cuts%20Through%20I.pdf
https://terebess.hu/zen/mesterek/Thich%20Nhat%20Hanh%20-%20The%20Diamond%20That%20Cuts%20Through%20I.pdf
https://terebess.hu/english/vimalakirti-nirdesa-sutra.pdf


48 
 

 
VOLUNTEERS AT ECCLES GARDEN 

 

 
 

  

Volunteers from The Friends of Buile Hill/Growing Togetherness 
community are helping Eccles Meeting House with clearing and ti-
dying the garden and paths.  On their first visit, they cleared a 
path, filled two bins with ivy and brambles and potted some straw-
berry plants.  The volunteers are part of a project for improving 
mental health and are looking forward to doing further work over 
the coming winter months. 
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TAKE ACTION ON TAX JUSTICE 

from Social Justice Group 

 

As a follow-up to the Summer Garden Gathering on Wealth 

Inequality you can easily add to the pressure to get a Wealth Tax 

introduced. Two for the price of one: Reduce inequality; Raise money 

for public services. 

 

Just open the web address of Tax Justice UK; press Take Action; 

three actions are offered. The middle one offers you an easy way of 

emailing your MP, addresses and text provided, asking her or him to 

support a wealth tax. Labour, in particular will need wealth taxes to 

repair the last decade’s damage to our public services. It’s very quick. 

 

(You are welcome to support the others, of course, which are to make 

Amazon pay its proper share of tax and, with Compass, to reform the 

voting system) 

 

 

British Quaker Survey 
 

Jonathan Dale suggested including this in the 

Newsletter. He comments, “The deadline has been 

extended which suggests there is a participation 

problem. 

It is all taken from the Woodbrooke website 

Believing and Belonging in Britain Yearly Meeting 

Many of us are very interested in where British Quakerism is at present 

and what its future may hold but we often lack very basic information 

about who we are and what we believe. This survey, following one we 
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ran in 1990, 2003 and 2013, is a vital piece of that information-

gathering. 

About the Survey 

There are five sections to the survey. In the first, we ask you about your 

religious background and upbringing, and your introduction to 

Quakerism.  In the second, we ask about your religious beliefs. The third 

section explores your attitudes to Quaker practice, the fourth ideas about 

the world. The fifth section asks basic questions about yourself. Some 

questions have been borrowed from other surveys so we can compare 

Friends’ responses with the wider population. 

The survey is quite long and may take up to half an hour to complete but 

previous experience is that many people have found it helpful in helping 

them think through their ideas. We hope and trust you find it an 

interesting and fulfilling exercise. We want everyone to complete the 

survey: all those worshiping with Quakers across Britain (online or 

in-person / member or attender) or considering themselves Quaker. 

Please share the link, and please see if you can help those without 

internet access to complete the survey. Please ask others in your 

worshipping community if they have already completed the survey. 

At the end, you can volunteer to be one of about thirty people we hope 

to interview later. All the results will be held anonymously and 

confidentially. If you are not based in Britain or connected to a British 

Quaker Meeting please don’t complete the survey at this time – we are 

planning a worldwide survey of Quakers in 2024. The deadline for the 

survey has been extended to 14 November.  

The data from the survey will be analysed as part of a CRQS PhD 

project and the results will be made widely available through 

Woodbrooke courses and publications. 



51 
 

Taking the survey 

We offer the survey via an online form which you can find below; the 

survey site uses cookies but you can manage these as you would any 

website. 

Take the Survey of Believing and Belonging in Britain Yearly Meeting 

For more information email Survey@woodbrooke.org.uk 

For Friends in your meeting who don’t have internet access, there is an 

option to print the form and return it to the address below. 

Download the Paper Copy of the Survey 

If you do not have access to a printer you can call 0121 728 2360 to 

request that a paper copy to be posted to you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BQuS2023
mailto:Survey@woodbrooke.org.uk
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/British-Quaker-Survey-2023-for-printing-final.pdf
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QUIZ FOR PRISONS WEEK, 2023 

Shining a Light on our Prisons 
Answers to quiz on page 4 

 
1. How many prisons in the UK? 

122 in England and Wales, and 15 in Scotland and 4 in N. Ireland 
2. How many prisoners (the daily average) were there in England 

and Wales in September 2023? 
As of 8 September 2023, there were 87,128 people in prison: 83,500 in 
the male estate and 3,538 in the female estate. 

3. How many prisoners (the daily average) were there in England 
and Wales in 1993? 

44,246 
4. What is the projected prison population by 2025? 

The prison population is currently projected to increase to 94,400 by 
March 2025 (and a range of 93,100 to 106,300 by March 2027). 

5. What is the average annual cost of keeping a person in prison for 
a year 

The overall average annual costs for keeping an individual in prison is 
£42,670. 

6. How many deaths in custody over the last 12 months? 
There were 313 in the last twelve months, up from288 the previous 
year. Self harm incidents were up to 55,264. 

7. By how much has the length of a life sentence increased from 
2003 to the present time? 

It has increased from12.5 years in 2003 to 20 years in 2020. A life 
sentence is always for life and the offender will be supervised and 
restricted all his life. The above figures indicate how much time they 
must stay in custody. After that the parole board can agree to release 
them on licence if they are considered to be safe. They can be recalled 
to prison at any time. 
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8. What does IPP stand for? How many people are affected? 
Imprisonment for Public Protection (introduced 2005, abolished 2012). 
2892 people are still affected, of whom 1355 have never been released) 

9. What are the five aims of sentencing in England and Wales? 
Punishment, crime reduction, the reform and rehabilitation of 
offenders, public protection, and reparation. 

10. What are the three types of electronic monitoring used in 
England and Wales? 

Enforcing curfews, tracking movements & monitoring alcohol intake. 
 

And a quotation to finish with: 
 
“One is absolutely sickened, not by the crimes that the wicked have 
committed, but by the punishments that the good have inflicted; and a 
community is infinitely more brutalised by the habitual employment of 
punishment than it is by the occasional occurrence of crime”. 

Oscar Wilde 
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 
If you are not on the mailing list, and would like to be emailed 
future copies of the Newsletter, email Clare on  
admin@manchesterquakers.org.uk with your request. 

 
Please send articles and photos for the Newsletter to  
elizcol@dialstart.net   The deadline for the December newslet-
ter is 30 November. It can take time for an email to arrive, so I 
suggest that you aim for 29 November. I put almost everything I 
receive into the newsletter, with very little editing. Short items 
with pictures are best. 

 
When submitting items for publication, please be aware that 
the newsletter is a public document, posted on our website, 
and we do not control who sees it. So think before submitting 
personal information, email addresses and photos. Try to avoid 
sending text and photos that are under copyright, and get con-
sent from people in photos if needed.  
 
Look at the website https://www.manchesterquakers.org.uk 

under “Newsletters and Events” if you’d like to see back-issues 
of the newsletter. 

 
If you want to make contact with anyone who writes in the 
newsletter, and no contact details are given, email me  
elizcol@dialstart.net and I’ll forward your email to them 

 
Elizabeth Coleman, Editor    07969 385080 Ben Lukey 

mailto:admin@manchesterquakers.org.uk
mailto:elizcol@dialstart.net
https://www.manchesterquakers.org.uk/
mailto:elizcol@dialstart.net

