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The 'Salford Bridge' in Lunen, with Andrea Ohm (Lunen pastor), (Salford 
Cllr) Alexis Shama and (Salford Cllr) Tanya Burch (current Ceremonial 

Mayor) 

See page 18 
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Occupations and Work of 18th Century Friends 

 
Ian Cook 

 
 

Hello, I’m John Bardsley.   I’m a tailor and I got married in 1701.   

I’m Joshua Storrs, a grocer, I married in 1707.   I’m John Cook, a 

linen weaver, I married in 1737.   I’m Ebenezer Miller, a distiller, I 

married in 1748.   I’m Isaac Cockbain, a shoemaker I married in 

1781.   I’m Samuel Wadkin, a manufacturer, I married in 1786.    

We’re all Quaker and we all live in Manchester. 

 

This is a small sample of Quakers I found while I was studying how 

eighteenth-century Quakers made their living by looking at the 

marriage records.    Above, there are three artisans, a retailer, a 

food processor and a manufacturer.   They are not entirely 

representative of eighteenth-century Quakers nationally – but 

Manchester was not representative of England either.   Manchester 

at this time was in its hugely dynamic growth phase as the textile 

industry became industrialised, with mechanisation beginning to 

appear late in the century.   Between 1710 and 1790 Manchester’s 

population grew tenfold – but there were slightly fewer Quaker 

marriages recorded around 1790 than in 1710.   The linen weaver 

noted above is an occupation that many would expect to see in the 

area, although linen as a commodity became less important with 
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the rise of cotton.    But weaving was a very common occupation 

across England and Wales prior to the rise of industry.    The tailor 

and shoemaker were very common Quaker occupations, artisanal 

work being the most common occupational class.   Grocery selling 

was also a common specialism and retail generally was popular.   

Manufacturing was the second most common class behind 

artisans, but ‘manufacturer’, with its connotation of management of 

a sizeable organisation, was only a small part of the grouping.   The 

distiller is perhaps more of a surprise in a Quaker grouping but food 

processing as a group was not insignificant in size. 

 

Nationally across England and Wales the marriage records showed 

that Quakers in artisan and manufacturing work were almost 45% 

of the total.    As the century progressed there was a move away 

from this type of work, and within the class a drift from artisan work 

to manufacturing.    One noticeable change was the reduction in 

the number of weavers.   This is perhaps an indicator of two 

occupational trends.   Firstly, a reduction in Quakers working as 

artisans and secondly the change in work description as 

enterprising Quakers moved their artisanal business to a more 

organised industrial entity.    I’ve not yet mentioned agriculture.    

Quakers were very much less involved in agriculture than the 

general population.    The reasons for this have not been properly 
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explained but persecution and tithing are both likely factors.    

Overall, and throughout the century, about 15% of Quakers were 

agricultural.    This compares with the national population at 50% 

in 1710 and 35% in 1817.    Retailing was just behind agriculture 

as a Quaker occupation at 14%.    Many will be familiar with some 

of the Quaker grocers, such as the Tukes of York, who eventually 

spawned the Rowntree chocolate business.    Many of these 

retailers were rural shopkeepers who existed to serve the basic 

needs of their local, relatively isolated communities.   Some 

retailers were more sophisticated.    John Webb of London was an 

early specialist in china and glass.   Such retailers used their 

knowledge of products to supply a nascent consumer society and 

connect manufacturers to consumers.   In 1765 Josiah 

Wedgewood opened his first London warehouse to allow 

prospective customers a view of his products.   By the early 

nineteenth century Quaker china retailers were also located in 

Newbury (William Timmin) and Woodbridge (James Morley). 

 

Many, if not most, historians who have considered the question of 

Quaker occupations have concluded that Quakers were in the 

middle of the social scale.   Before the mid-eighteenth century 

middle-class was not a term that was applicable.    Middle-ranking 

and middling-sorts have both been used, but have problems of 
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either a basis in social position at birth or being so wide as to be 

unhelpful.    But late in the century ‘class’ began to be used and 

recognition of a middle-class based on occupation (with clean 

hands being a possible criterion!) and/or earning capacity 

emerged.    The term ‘working-class’ first appeared in 1789.    The 

presence of agricultural husbandmen, small retailers and artisans 

(as well as the smaller numbers of labourers and industrial 

workers) within the Quaker community is enough to strongly 

challenge the view of Quakers as a middle-class monolith.   But 

neither can they be viewed as a working-class group.   As is the 

case now, there was a range of people united by a set of religious 

views. 

 

This is a brief glimpse of what I found in my recently completed 

work in looking at eighteenth-century marriage records for my PhD 

on Quaker employment and class carried out in conjunction with 

Woodbrooke and the University of Birmingham. 
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LEELA JOSEPH AND ANNE MARTINS 
 

In the November newsletter, Leela wrote about her good friend 
Anne who had died recently at the age of 102. Both appear in 
the LOMA as members under Eccles, but Leela now attends 
Bolton which is nearer to where she lives, and I do not think 
that Anne had attended Quaker worship for some years. But it 
was through Eccles Meeting that their friendship started.  Here 
is a picture of Anne and Leela in Anne’s kitchen. 
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“AND WHEN DID YOU LAST SEE YOUR FATHER?” 
Extract from Leela Joseph’s autobiography 

 
December 29 1944 evening, the last time I saw my father before he 
disappeared from our lives forever. Why can I picture that scene so 
vividly – as if it were yesterday? I was a happy six-year-old girl with big 
dark eyes and curly hair playing in the sandpit with my brother Chicku 
who is 4 years older. Appa (father) was dressed in his white tropical 
suit, back from his work at the Government Institute of bacteriology. 
He was going to the car and asked us if we wanted to go with him to 
the beach in Madras, South India where we lived. We were having fun 
and declined the offer and the driver opened the car door and he just 
went. Evenings in Madras are the best times outdoors, the intense heat 
of the sun having abated and the gentle sea breeze is caressing. The sky 
is brilliant orange with the setting sun a huge ball of daffodil yellow. Life 
could not have been better. 
 
Appa and Amma (mother) were part of high society in Madras with 
regular invitations to Govt. house parties mixing with the British also at 
the Gymkhana club dances. I remember we had a butler in uniform 
serving us at table and I sat on Appa’s lap to be spoon-fed the last 
course of sweet curd-rice after which ayah (Nanny) coaxed us to go 
upstairs for bath. Amma was considered a fashionable society beauty in 
her prime at 40. She was unusual for an Indian wife being a graduate in 
Mathematics who now spent her days entertaining guests at dinner 
parties and visiting friends and leaving her calling cards if they were not 
at home. She did voluntary work for the troops, knitting socks with the 
other ladies she told me. There was a bomb scare, the Japanese were 
advancing. We had air raid shelters too, but nothing much affected our 
busy fulfilled lives.   
 
Later that evening Amma was agitated, in tears. The driver phoned at 
9pm to say Appa had not come back from his walk on the beach, and 
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was nowhere to be seen, what should he do with the car now, as it was 
dark? 
 
The house was suddenly plunged into darkness, there was 
pandemonium. The following days concerned friends and family 
dropped in trying to console Amma whose face was a picture of alarm. 
There were reporters from the national and local press. The Hindu and 
Express headlines said “Prominent doctor missing.” They and the police 
questioned Amma. “Did Dr Saheb go swimming in the sea? That Elliot’s 
beach has sharks.” I understand that the police sent out swimmers 7 
miles in each direction.  
 
The next days were full of misery, Amma was on the phone or crying. 
No news – the next 4 months dragged on. Days of crying got her 
nowhere – two young children to bring up, to educate with no money 
coming in.  Her last paid employment was before she was married. My 
schooling, as a girl, was considered less important as it was hoped I 
would be married off with a good dowry into a family of equal or better 
standing in society. A girl from a “good” family would not be expected 
to earn money or have a career. That would reflect badly on the honour 
of her family. It would be better if she was not educated beyond school, 
maybe something in art or music or languages if she insisted on going 
to university. It could be difficult to find a match if the girl is dark, not 
good-looking or too highly educated. These views are still held by 
middle- or upper-class Indians.   
 
There followed a sort of hell for us, - Amma, brother Chicku and me, as 
a family for about 10 years, mainly for my poor now destitute mother. 
Amma had no money coming in. She could not access Appa’s provident 
fund or life insurance as Appa was not declared dead and all his assets 
were frozen for 7 years! Amma was distraught. She stopped wearing 
her silk sarees and gold jewellery. They along with the silver dinner 
service. They and all house contents were put up for auction.  She had a 
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strong Catholic faith as her education was in convents, the nuns had 
their influence on her although her family were orthodox “St Thomas 
Christians” who owed allegiance to the Patriarch of Antioch. Their 
ancestors, they believe were converted to Christianity from high caste 
families of brahmin in Kerala, south India, around 50AD. She thought 
she had committed the sin of pride, and was punished by God.  
 
Amma had no close family and Appa’s family generally washed their 
hands of us as there was a worry that we would lay claims on property 
on his side of the family.  
 
(Many years later, when Leela visited her brother in India, she found an 
unsigned “last will and testament” of her father leaving everything to 
his wife and children, dated 29 December 1944, the date her father 
went missing.) 
 
 

VERY FAST FORWARD - TIME MARCHES ON 
(76 YEARS LATER, DEC 2022, BOLTON, UK) 

 
I retired from fulltime work as a consultant microbiologist – Head of 
Microbiology Laboratory and infectious disease physician at Hope 
Hospital - the major teaching hospital attached to Manchester Medical 
School. I was also lecturer at Manchester Medical School – altogether a 
most stimulating 26 years.  
 
Unfortunately, a young woman consultant was a rarity, and an Indian 
woman wearing a sari even rarer. I faced criticism from senior, usually 
surgical colleagues, in that dining room. Comments and questions were 
directed at me e.g. ”Are you married? Have you any children? You 
should be at home looking after them!” Would they have treated a 
white woman like that? I was embarrassed and didn’t know how to 
answer. Not a pleasant experience! There then followed a few smiles 
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from some of the other male doctors at the dining table. In time I 
overcame these hurdles and these very colleagues started to phone me 
for advice about the antibiotic treatment of their patients, even their 
private patients, calling me at home even – much to the annoyance of 
my husband then.  
 
I took early retirement aged 62, to emigrate to Canada to be near my 
son Subhas and his family near Toronto, with my husband George who 
also retired early from his post as a University Reader in Maths at 
Manchester University.  

 
 
 

*** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANCELLED - BUILDING TRANSFORMATIVE RELATIONSHIPS 
WORKSHOP SAT 23 NOV 

 
The trainer had some personal news that meant that he was unable to 
run the workshop and we had to cancel it at short notice. The plan will 
be for it to be rearranged for February or March. 
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BEAUTIFUL SALFORD (and a radio programme) 
 

 

 

Queensmere Dam visited by the JaneandMike Band for Green 

Giraffes and Worms on Salford City Radio. Eco and heritage 

Salford Tourism. Jane Wood and Mike Scantlebury of Eccles 

Meeting run a radio programme on Salford Radio called “Green 

Giraffes and Worms.” It is described on Facebook as “A radio 

programme that attempts to make people aware of solutions to 

climate change and building a better future in hopefully amusing, 

entertaining, creative, informative and musical ways. On 

Wednesdays 11am and repeated Thursday 5pm for an hour.” 
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Jane and Mike at Salford Radio 
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“COKETOWN” IN DICKENS’S “HARD TIMES” 
 

almost certainly based on Manchester 
 
It was a town of red brick, or of brick that would have been red if the 
smoke and ashes had allowed it; but as matters stood, it was a town of 
unnatural red and black like the painted face of a savage. It was a town 
of machinery and tall chimneys, out of which interminable serpents of 
smoke trailed themselves for ever and ever, and never got uncoiled. It 
had a black canal in it, and a river that ran purple with ill-smelling dye, 
and vast piles of building full of windows where there was a rattling and 
a trembling all day long, and where the piston of the steam-engine 
worked monotonously up and down, like the head of an elephant in a 
state of melancholy madness. It contained several large streets all very 
like one another, and many small streets still more like one another, in-
habited by people equally like one another, who all went in and out at 
the same hours, with the same sound upon the same pavements, to do 
the same work, and to whom every day was the same as yesterday and 
to-morrow, and every year the counterpart of the last and the next. 
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ECCLES MEETING HOUSE 
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OUTSIDE MOUNT ST ON 6 NOVEMBER 

 

 
Wreath made by Mandy King of Sale LM and laid at Sale Cenotaph  
on Sunday 10th November 
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MANCHESTER YOUNG FRIENDS 
 
Manchester Young Friends meet every 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
in the Reading Room of Manchester Central at 6-8pm. A place for 
Quaker (and Quaker adjacent) young adults to meet to unwind 
and mull over thoughts with gentle chat and the rare slice of cake 
- whatever’s going! These “no pressure” get togethers provide a 
space for finding meaningful connections in the city and partake in 
a midweek shared silence, welcome for those under 40. 
 
Search “manchester Quaker young friends” on 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/share/g/NUeWuVCaYWNbP
orx/?mibextid=K35XfP 

Or contact Thea Luckcock via email TheaL@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/g/NUeWuVCaYWNbPorx/?mibextid=K35XfP
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/NUeWuVCaYWNbPorx/?mibextid=K35XfP
mailto:TheaL@hotmail.co.uk
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SALFORD, LÜNEN, THE CLIMATE AND EVERYTHING 

by Keith Archer  
 An international partnership between churches   

It was in 1966 that Salford and Lünen became twin-towns, the 
fruit of a wartime friendship between an English soldier and a Ger-
man prisoner of war.  Fifteen years later both towns’ churches be-
came involved, through invitations from the German side.  In 1984 a 
formal partnership was agreed between the Church of England in Sal-
ford and the Protestant Church in Lünen.  On this side particularly it 
has broadened.  Now most Christian traditions are represented, and 
for the last ten years or so Quakers have played a significant part.  

The partnership operates on various levels, from personal friend-
ships to occasional tours by choirs or bands.  But its core is an annual 
exchange of week-long group visits, in alternating directions.  The 
programmes for these visits normally include time for socialising and 
sightseeing but there is always a theme of concern to both sides as 
well.  This year it was Salford’s turn to visit Lünen.  Serious illness 
having forced one friend to drop out, nine of us went for the last 
week in October.  Our theme was Climate Change and Climate Pro-
tection.  
How things went  

It was a wonderful experience.  For those of us who were not new 
to the partnership, it was no surprise that staying with our hosts in 
their homes was so good.  But five of us were there for the first time, 
and for them it was more of a step into the unknown.  Only two of us 
spoke German well, and though all of our hosts spoke English, their 
fluency varied.  Yet language problems or not, everyone felt at home 
with their hosts.  Our youngest and newest group member said: “I 
felt loved.”  

For the first time ever, our group included Salford councillors (two 
of them, one being this year’s Ceremonial Mayor).  Relations be-
tween the Churches and civic authorities in both towns have always 



19 
 

been good, but their presence – even though they took part by per-
sonal choice, not on the Council’s behalf – seemed to give the link a 
new intensity.  

 But what about ‘Climate Change and Climate Protection’?  
Our work on this over four successive days was very well planned 

and implemented.  The reality of climate change was never in ques-
tion; Lünen has experienced too many floods in recent years to think 
otherwise.  So on days 1 and 2 we had verbal/PowerPoint presenta-
tions on what was being done about it, first by the Town Council, 
then by the Dortmund Church District of which Lünen is part.  Then 
on days 3 and 4 we saw for ourselves something of what the theme 
means in practice.  

One of these practical days took us to South Lünen, an area where 
commitment to our partnership is strong.  It is badly affected by min-
ing subsidence, and the land near the church has become a kind of 
basin into which water from its surroundings tends to flow.  The in-
creasing number of extreme weather events has led to frequent 
flooding, and the cellars of local houses (almost all German houses 
have cellars) are often inundated.  We saw what the Council-owned 
flood protection company has done to instal local flood barriers to 
protect houses and businesses and what it is now doing to reshape 
the higher land surrounding this area.  It is building a series of mini-
dams not to store floodwater but to slow it down and prevent flash 
flooding and where possible to divert it to nearby watercourses.  

If that was an encouraging demonstration of what can be done, 
the other practical day gave us a challenging insight into what IS be-
ing done.  We made the long journey to a vast lignite mining area not 
far from Cologne, to the famous (in Germany though not here) Ham-
bach Forest.    

Germany is heavily into renewable power generation, with on-
shore wind farms and solar power.  But since the wind doesn’t always 
blow and the sun doesn’t always shine, it also needs some form of 
base load provision.  The UK uses nuclear power for this, but anxiety 
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about waste in the 1980s made Germany close its nuclear power sta-
tions and rely on fossil fuels.  Problems over gas supply following Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine made Germany look to coal.  And though lig-
nite is even more environmentally damaging than hard coal, the de-
posits in this area were hailed as the country’s own domestic power 
source.  The company that mines it is RWE, a huge German energy 
company with interests all over the world, including the UK.  

Hambach Forest was once an enormous area of woodland and ag-
riculture, but RWE has destroyed 90% of it.  Villages have been de-
molished – we saw for ourselves bulldozers in action.  We also saw 
acres of cultivated strawberries left to rot in the ground.  

 

Tracy Gallimore with strawberry abandoned in the fields near 
Hambach Forest 

 Legal protection has been granted to the forest’s remaining 10%; 
but protesters now live there in ‘tree houses’ – tents hoisted 10 me-
tres up into the canopy.  Because companies with RWE’s power have 
laws of their own.  We met two protesters, who told us their sto-
ries.  It was all very challenging, and it highlighted the issues behind 
our theme like nothing else.  
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Tree house and protestors’ banner in Hambach Forest 

 

In closing…  
Our visit’s programme led up to a social evening celebrating the 

partnership’s 40 years: a band playing ‘Dirty Old Town’; singing to-
gether ‘Happy Birthday to You’; and a big cake in the shape of a num-
ber 40.  It provoked reflection about the partnership itself.  

Not long ago the world, or at least our bit of it, felt predictable 
and secure.  The Cold War was over, liberal democracy had tri-
umphed, and things seemed pretty stable.  In those days our partner-
ship was simply about making friends with people whose background 
was different from ours, briefly sharing their lives and finding with 
them common cause.  But things have changed.  We now live under 
the shadows cast by crises like war and mass migration.  This was re-
flected in our British group.  We were all UK citizens, but we were not 
all born here.  One of us came to Salford as a refugee from tribal per-
secution in DRC Congo.  Another migrated here from Ukraine.  But 
the biggest and darkest shadow of all, both a cause and an effect of 
these other things, is climate change.  In today’s world friendships 
that bridge the barriers that defend and the walls that divide are not 
simply a pleasure.  They are also a lifeline.  
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Keith Archer with Lunen/Salford partnership 40th birthday cake 

 
*** 

 
AREA MEETING DATES FOR 2025 

 
• Thursday January 30th- 6.30 for 7pm start.  By Zoom Only. 

• Saturday March 29th - 2pm at Central Manchester and 
online (hybrid). Easter Sunday: 20/4 

• Wednesday May 28th - 6:30 for 7pm at South Manchester 
(in person only) 

• Sunday July 20th -1:00 pm at Warrington; (bring-and-share 
lunch 12:00. (in person only) 

• Thursday October 2nd- 6:30 for 7pm Central Manchester 
and online (hybrid) 

• Tuesday December 2nd - 6:30 for 7pm start by zoom only 
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CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 
 
Monton Unitarian Church had a Christmas Tree Festival 23rd November 
for the weekend. Eccles Friends displayed a Christmas tree as Outreach 
in the area. 
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FUTURE OF BRITISH QUAKERISM CONFERENCE 
 

by Elizabeth Coleman 
 

I did not attend this conference, but feel it was important and should 
be marked in this Newsletter.  
 
The following is based on an article by Craig Barnett in “The Friend” of 1 
November: 
 
Inevitably, Quakerism will change, but this may be transformation 
rather than death. Changes might include: 
 

- Fewer Meeting Houses 
- Many kinds of small groups meeting mainly online, supplemented 

by in-person events 
- Activist groups focussed on concerns such as climate emergency 
- Most Friends having a looser connection with Area Meeting and 

Britain Yearly Meeting 
- Becoming more like a movement than an organisation 

 
It was suggested that the following changes are needed: 
 

- Provide a consistent way for new people to learn Quaker practice 
and spirituality 

-  Support the participation and ministry of young people 
- Actively invite people to explore the Quaker way 
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A NEW LITTLE FRIEND 
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Ella and Lowri of Central Manchester LM have a new baby daughter 
Una. These photos are from when the family called in at the Remem-
brance (White Poppy) Peace Vigil after going to register Una. Many con-
gratulations and a very warm welcome Una. 
 
Ella said “We are so excited to welcome Una into the world, and soon 
to our local Quaker community! After having met working together on 
a theatre project three years ago, Lowri and I got together and decided 
to start a family. Una is such a sweet soul, and we can't wait for you all 
to meet her. 
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SALE BURIAL GROUND IN MID OCTOBER– PHOTOS BY JANET ROBERTS 

 

 

Styraciflua liquidambar tree (Sweetgum) 

 

Cyclamen 
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Peaceful Protest at the Telford Arms Fair 2024 
by Steve Hornby 

A plan to peacefully protest the Telford arms fair 2024 was co-
ordinated by Quakers in Britain, QPSW, QS4CA (Quaker Support for 
Climate Action) and CAAT (the Campaign Against the Arms Trade).  
 An estimated 200 people from anti arms trade groups gathered in 
fresh snow and bright sunshine early on Wednesday 20th November 
2024 at the gates of Telford International Centre (TIC). This included 
Quakers from Central England/Midlands, Gloucestershire, Cumbria, 
Manchester & Warrington, Wales and Cornwall who were joined by the 
Birmingham Peace Hub; Campaign against the Arms Trade; South 
Staffordshire Palestine Solidarity; Drone Wars; Stop the War Coalition 
and Extinction Rebellion www.tinyurl.com/STOPSDSC . 

That week the Telford International Centre was hosting a 3 day arms 
fair: the “SDSC-UK” (Specialist Defence and Security Convention UK) 
https://www.sdsc-uk.co.uk/ (formerly the “3CDSE”, Three Counties 
Defence and Security Expo). In stark contrast, in previous weeks the 
Telford International Centre was hosting a conference for mid-wives 
and will shortly be hosting the pantomime Goldilocks. 

Exhibitors at the arms fair who trade and profit from death and 
destruction included - 

• Elbit Systems - manufacturer of bombs, mortars and drones, and 
Israel's largest privately held arms company 

• L3 Harris - maker of surveillance, night vision and targeting equip-
ment and supplier of bomb release mechanisms for Israel's F35 
aircraft, which has been confirmed as being involved in the deaths 
of civilians in Gaza 

• Ultra Electronics has been granted numerous arms export licences 
to Israel by the UK Government and has been involved in the de-
velopment of the F35 warplane. 

http://www.tinyurl.com/STOPSDSC
https://www.sdsc-uk.co.uk/
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The day of creative peaceful protest included speeches, a Quaker 
Meeting for Worship on the road outside the International Centre led 
by Telford Quaker Meeting and sharing food all day at ‘base camp’, a 
tent set up close by. The protest also featured an appearance of the 
Birmingham Peace Dove, a “die-in” outside the Telford shopping 
centre, and a dignified and profoundly moving symbolic ritual laying of 
shrouded infant “corpses” at the foot of an olive tree on a grass bank 
opposite and in direct view of the International Centre by the Red 
Rebels. In the gathered silence a single drum tapped an 
accompaniment, and the names of infants aged under one year who 
have been killed by weapons deployed in Gaza were read aloud.  
There was as usual a considerable police presence.  The police stood 
and watched in silence as the Red Rebels performed their ritual and 
whilst the Meeting for Worship was being held. Some police did search 
one couple on suspicion that they ‘might be planning’ to lock on to the 
gates, discovering only their packed lunch. No arrests were made 
during this protest.  

 

 
The six people, including four Central England Quakers, who were 
arrested for chaining on to each other at the gates of the SDSC in 
November 2023 “attended” in puppet form, as their bail conditions 
prevented them attending in person. Their trial set for May 2024 was 
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postponed. It is currently scheduled for three days from Monday 20th 
January 2025 at Walsall Crown Court. 

 

The campaign to stop the arms fair returning to Telford in 2025 has 
already started. Quakers and others who could not be present on 
Wednesday have already called and written to the International Centre 
and other nearby exhibition centres to politely ask why they would 
wish to both profit from and be complicit in the death and destruction 
being traded in their centres, and to ask them to consider their 
decisions in future. Local councillors and Members of Parliament have 
also been contacted. The protests will continue until this practice of 
government funded Arms Fairs and supporting the deadly arms trade is 
stopped. 

  

 
Following a long campaign and just two days after the protest at the 
Telford arms fair, it was announced that Elbit systems had lost an MoD 
contract worth £2.1bn 
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THE FIRE AND THE HAMMER PERFORMANCE 24 NOV 

(cantata about George Fox performed by Quakers from Greater  

Manchester, to celebrate Fox’s 400th birthday) 

Photos by Rob Phillips 
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Reflections on a revival of the Fire and the Hammer 

Performed at Central Manchester Meeting house on Sunday 
24th November 2024. 

Sue Johnson 

 
Wow  … the radical transformative experience of George 
Fox  and his glorious vision which powered the beginnings of our 
Quaker movement was brought into my heart thoughts and feel-
ings on Sunday afternoon 24 th November at Central Manchester 
Friends Meeting House. 
 
In this special year when we are remembering and giving thanks 
for George Fox and his vision 400 years ago around 150 Friends 
gathered to hear a performance of the Fire and the Hammer, a 
powerful choral composition combining beautiful music with com-
pelling narration. It creates the early George’s journey us-
ing words from the journal which he dictated whilst in prison. 
The lyrics and music by Alec Davison and Tony Biggin describe, 
with an incredible and moving impact, key moments of doubt, in-
spiration, persecution and personal turmoil.  
John Sheldon was the director who in the 1990’s took a produc-
tion of the Fire and the Hammer to Quakers in the USA three 
times. He has  done us a great service in bringing this stirring re-
vival to Manchester, gathering Friends from around the country 
for rehearsals under his expert direction. I give thanks to all these 
Friends whose hard work and dedication gave this revival such vi-
brant and meaningful life. 
 
Tony Biggin the composer himself was with us and introduced the 
performance with a startling and passionate challenge when he 
read aloud the following from George Fox’s 59  Particulars written 
in1659   
 
54 And let all these jangling bells cease which do feed people‘s 
pleasures and vain minds 
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55 Let all those ballad singers and Ballad makers …which stir up 
people’s vain and light minds be taken away 

 
These brief declarations lie within an amazingly radical manifesto 
of 59 radical demands to government espousing social justice, 
equality, non violence, tolerance and freedom of speech. Never-
theless Friends did take against Music and the Arts. 
 
Tony told us some of the history of this fresh Quaker approach to 
the arts and music. Yearly Meeting at Lancaster in 1978 saw the 
debut of the Quaker Youth Theatre the Leaveners and Ormerod 
Greenwood’s Swarthmore lecture Signs of Life. Tony Biggin and 
Alec Davison were commissioned to compose the Fire and the 
Hammer for the  Leaveners in 1983, followed by the Gates of 
Greenham which was put on at the Royal Festival Hall. In 
1993 the Fire and Hammer toured many Meeting houses in the 
country including Liverpool and Newcastle but not Manchester. 
  
This all triggered my imagination and I pictured George among 
us  accepting the challenge, listening to the music and song 
we  were about to hear. What would he think I wondered. 
 
The performance opened with the reflections of George’s wife 
Margaret at his funeral 3 days after his death. A moving and pow-
erful narration by Val Clark gave us a glimpse of personal turmoil. 
A combination of  despairing anger at George for ignoring and en-
during the vicious peril to himself and  also her pride and love for 
him. 
 
Margaret’s part in Georges life was told with a powerfully passion-
ate rendition of the technically demanding song Dear Heart by the 
professional tenor soloist Will North. He sang the words of a letter 
George wrote to her from prison with its heartbreaking ending no 
more .. but my love with tender lyrical feeling. His voice also 
had  a real strength and depth equal to  the strength of George’s 
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words and vision which was expressed in his solos throughout the 
performance. 
 
Peter Fishpool narrated the words of George Fox in a richly reso-
nant voice bringing into life and understanding unfamiliar seven-
teenth century language. 
 
Rachel Little the alto soloist gave a memorably beautiful rendition 
of Mary Fox singing to her children in Blood of the Martyrs 

Crucially this was all supported by a professional pianist Lauren 
Turner who played a technically challenging score with great as-
surance skill and sensitivity. 
 
And so I found myself immersed in a wonderful mix of soaring 
songs, stirring Choruses, beautiful solos and strong drumbeat 
rhythms . As I listened this performance became much more than 
a history of the beginnings of Quakerism. It became a living wit-
ness to the power of music and song to bring fresh meaning and 
urgency to our testimonies and Quaker life today.   
I was  hearing enduring messages from across the generations 
speaking to me and singing out our Testimonies and Quaker way 
of   living. 
The song Wait in the Light  tenderly captured both the experience 
and the meaning of being in a Quaker Meeting in a way that went 
beyond words. I found a relevance for Friends today that was 
both unexpected and cheering. 
 
The finale was a triumph. It built and built  with a crescendo of tu-
multuous voices all  finally coming together in a mighty burst of 
glorious harmony.  
A stirring reflection on the joy of being in the light and experienc-
ing the light in all. 
I think George would surely have joined in, no longer dictating his 
journal, but perhaps singing mightily The Truth is prospering 
among us Friends. 
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ROBERT WILSON AND SHARON POWELL  

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP 

 

 

 
Robert and Sharon of Eccles Meeting had their Civil Partnership 
ceremony on 12 November at Salford Civic Centre, with Sharon’s 
daughter and her partner as witnesses. 
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SKETCH OF WHITE POPPY VIGIL 

Darlo, who comes to Wednesday midweek Meeting for Worship, did 
this sketch at the White Poppy Peace Vigil.  

 

 



37 
 

 

 
WHITE POPPIES – FROM PEACE PLEDGE UNION WEBSITE 

The white poppy has been worn in the run-up to Remembrance 
Day for over ninety years, as a symbol of remembrance and 
peace. 
White poppies are worn every year by thousands of people 
across the UK and beyond. They were first produced in 1933 in 
the aftermath of the First World War, by members of the Co-
operative Women's Guild. Many of these women had lost family 
and friends in the First World War. They wanted to hold on to 
the key message of Remembrance Day, 'never again'. 
 

 

Remembrance Day Wreath made by Mandy King of Sale LM 
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White poppies stand for three things. 
Remembrance of all victims of war, including both civilians and 
members of the armed forces. We remember people of all 
nationalities. We remember those killed in wars happening now, 
as well as in the past. We also remember those who are often 
excluded from the mainstream, such as refugees and victims of 
colonial conflicts. 
  
Challenging war and militarism, as well as any attempt to 
glorify or celebrate war. White poppies encourage us to question 
the way war is normalised and justified. They remind us of the 
need to resist war and its causes today. 
  
A commitment to peace and to seeking nonviolent solutions to 
conflict. By drawing attention to the devastating human cost of 
war, white poppies highlight the urgency of our ongoing struggle 
for peace. 

 
*** 

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP 

 
There will be no meeting of Social Justice Group in December. 
Our next meeting will be at 7.15 pm on the 4th Thursday of 
January (23 Jan) by Zoom. 
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ETHICAL CONSUMER CONFERENCE NOVEMBER 2024 
 

by Sandra Dutson 
 

Ethical Consumer was founded in 1989 in Manchester. I have been 
a subscriber for many years as I knew some of the founders.  You 
can find out much more about it on its website:  
https://www.ethicalconsumer.org/ . Its main aim is to provide 
reliable tools and resources to enable those wishing to make 
ethical choices about a whole range of products from bread to bank 
accounts to do so.  I have found it particularly useful when needing 
to buy a new computer or mobile phone.  It assesses whole 
companies not just individual brands. Sometimes the advice given 
is to avoid any purchase and occasionally advocates boycotts eg 
Amazon. I attended a conference they held recently in London.  
The overall theme for the day was ‘Can degrowth lead to a 
sustainable and fair future’.  The format for the day was a range of 
speakers, panels and opportunities for smaller groups of audience 
to discuss amongst themselves.  This worked well. 
 
One of the initial parts of the introduction was the statement 
‘another world is necessary, possible and is happening’.  We 
explored how degrowth can reshape economies and societies. 
Many left feeling motivated to advocate for a future based around 
the principles of degrowth.  
 
Some sessions were more questioning.  One excellent panel 
session on ‘Colonialism and degrowth and Fairtrade’ did suggest 
one size does not fit all and maybe degrowth itself has colonialist 
assumptions eg the ‘clean technologies’ advocated by Green 
transition still often supports an unjust trade system.  
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One speaker from Ghana receives huge quantities of 2nd hand 
clothing. (waste from wealthier countries).   30.000 people now 
depend on this for their main livelihood. Simply banning this trade 
would have difficult outcome for those workers. 

 
Some speakers spoke of small projects which gave insights into 
what a post-growth world might look like.  This would need to be 
based on international justice. The concept of a ‘solidarity 
economy’ was spoken of but it is clear it is difficult to move away 
from present thinking.  
 
If you are not familiar with the magazine, copies are kept in the 
Friend’s Meeting Room at Mount St.   
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

If you are not on the mailing list, and would like to be emailed 
future copies of the Newsletter, email Mary Atkinson on  
admin@manchesterquakers.org.uk with your request. 

 
Please send items for the Newsletter to elizcol@dialstart.net   
The deadline for newsletters is 5pm on the last day of the 
month. The deadline for the January newsletter is 5pm on 31 
December. It can take time for an email to arrive, so I suggest 
that you aim for 30 December. I put almost everything I receive 
into the newsletter, with very little editing. Short items with 
pictures are best. Letters in response to articles in this 
newsletter are welcome. When submitting items for 
publication, please be aware that the newsletter is a public 
document, posted on our website, and we do not control who 
sees it. Think before submitting personal information, email 

addresses and photos. Try to avoid sending text and photos 
that are under copyright, and get consent from people in 
photos if needed.  

 
Look at the website https://www.manchesterquakers.org.uk 

under “Newsletters and Events” if you’d like to see back-issues. 

 
If you want to make contact with anyone who writes in the 
newsletter, and no contact details are given, email me  
elizcol@dialstart.net and I’ll forward your email to them. 

 
Elizabeth Coleman, Editor    07969 385080 

mailto:admin@manchesterquakers.org.uk
mailto:elizcol@dialstart.net
https://www.manchesterquakers.org.uk/
mailto:elizcol@dialstart.net

