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Area Meeting Dates for 2026 
Sunday 19 July 1pm Warrington in person only 
Thursday 1 October 7pm Central Manchester in person and online 
Saturday 5 December 2pm Central Manchester in person and online (NB 
change of date) 
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MEMORIES OF WENDY FITTON 
 
Notification from Mary Atkinson, Admin Officer 
 
Dear Friends 
On behalf of Elders I am writing to inform you of the sad news of the death of 
Wendy Fitton, a member of Central Manchester Meeting. Wendy had not 
attended Meeting for some time due to a long term health condition, and died 
peacefully on Sunday morning, 31 May. 
We understand there will be a small family funeral at a crematorium and it is 
expected that a Memorial Meeting will be held in due course. 
 
Bonnie Meekums remembers 
 
Wendy was a valued member of our meeting, having served as an elder before 
such roles became too much for her. I recall the day she shared her devastating 
diagnosis of multiple sclerosis, to which she stoically adapted. Wendy struggled 
with lifelong depression and was surprised to note that when she broke her arm, 
the depression disappeared, only to return once the long recovery from the break 
was complete. Wendy's relationship with her daughter was one of the 
brighter parts of her life. Like so many of us, I wish I had made more of an effort 
to keep in touch after Wendy stopped attending our meeting. 
 
Mark Perry remembers: 
 

I remember Wendy about 13 years back, as a member of the LM Catering group. 
She was always ready to bring things in and contribute generally- including at 
other events needing input, like Liz and Ellie’s wedding.  
Our daughters were teenagers at a similar time - So that was another common 
ground.  
 

 

David McHugh remembers: 
 
My most recent memories are of giving Wendy a lift to meeting and 
appointments such as the dental practice. Appointments became 
particularly demanding during the covid pandemic. Many years earlier I 
remember a ceilidh somewhere in Oldham - I think it may have been an interfaith 
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event - where Wendy acted as caller. She practiced non-directive calling. The 
dance soon descended into most good-natured chaos. 

 
Memorial meeting for Wendy Fitton on 1 August – see Events section of 

newsletter for details 
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WE DO NOT SUPPORT HAMAS, BUT CONSIDER THAT IT SHOULD BE 
DEPROSCRIBED – BY SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP 

 
Social Justice Group does not support Hamas. We deplore the attack on 7 October 
2023, when Hamas and other Palestinian militants killed nearly 1,200 Israelis, 
about two thirds of them civilians. However, we consider that the proscription of 
Hamas should be reversed, for reasons laid out in an article in the Law Society 
Gazette in April 2025. 
 

PART OF AN ARTICLE IN LAW SOCIETY GAZETTE, DEFENDING THE DEMAND TO 
DEPROSCRIBE HAMAS 

 
Applying for the deproscription of Hamas is not 'sickening' | Law Gazette 
From Law Society Gazette 
 
Hamas, “the de facto civil administration of Gaza, runs public services: the 
bureaucracy, the schools, the hospitals, the firefighters, the civilian police, even 
the garbage collectors. Proscription effectively criminalises all of those individuals, 
as well as any British citizen who meets or enters into dealings with them. This has 
had lethal consequences, not just for the ability of humanitarian relief agencies to 
distribute aid, but also for healthcare workers, journalists and UN workers, all of 
whom have been systematically targeted by Israel on the basis that they are 
‘Hamas’. The proscription nullifies the British government’s ability to exercise any 
influence over a key protagonist in the region and reduces the prospects of 
reaching a just and lasting peace. 
 
In May 2006, the then independent reviewer of terrorism legislation Lord Carlile 
expressed ‘some concern that the UK government occasionally is inflexible in its 
attitude to changing situations around the world, with reference to proscription’. 
The home secretary has the opportunity to ensure that the arguable misuse of 
proscription powers by one of her predecessors is no longer an indirect cause of 
further death and destruction. It is undoubtedly a difficult decision that requires 
courage - but courage is what brought peace to Ireland. 
 
In 2017, Tony Blair, credited with securing that peace, expressed his personal 
regret over the international boycott of Hamas following its electoral success in 
2006. It now lies with the home secretary to decide whether she will have similar 
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courage today or feel guilt-ridden in years to come. Whatever her decision, Jenrick 
and his like should cease endangering the lives of the lawyers who seek to give life 
to the concept of the rule of law. 
 
We ask Friends to consider writing to their MPs to ask for the deproscription of 
Hamas. 

 

PHOTOS FROM SALE provided by Janet Roberts 

 

In April 2026, the ground was cleared of straggling and failing Rhododendrons and 

other self seeded bushes, tree saplings and old tree stumps from around the second 

Lime Tree in the middle of the site.  The ground was landscaped, and weeded a 

number of times over the winter and grass seed was sown in April. The enscribed 

grave stones and the grid markers for graves were tidied and strimmed and the 

whole site mown to perfection towards the end of May , including the newly sown 

area, when the new grass had grown sufficiently. 
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EXTRACT FROM NEWSLETTER OF ALISON TARPEY-BLACK, REGIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT WORKER 

As your local development worker I can support you in growing 
and developing your community. Below you'll find the different 
approaches I use to support our communities to meet the 
challenges of today, whilst also planning for tomorrow. 

I am a skilled and professional facilitator and 
deliver tailored exploratory workshops including: 

•            Facilitated sessions addressing conflict in LMs and AMs 

•            Exploring Quaker spirituality, language and diversity 

•            Practical steps in growing community 

•            Practical skills for increasing our visibility and outreach 

•            Overcoming shyness and revealing to others who we are 
and why we're proudly Quaker 
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In addition, I design and deliver other bespoke sessions based on 
the needs of an individual group, e.g. exploring our testimonies, 
revisiting our processes, making difficult decisions, exploring 
Quaker faith and practice etc 

These sessions can be delivered as: 

A one-hour introductory session following MfW on Sundays 

A half day - which works well as part of an Area Meeting gather 

A day-long workshop for a stimulating community deep-dive. 

I also work supporting members, attenders and role-holders to 
manage relationships, advising on, supporting and facilitating 
Quaker processes such as Meetings for Clearness, signposting 
Friends to other places or other people, facilitating online peer 
support groups for role holders, deep listening and hearing, 
creating safe spaces for personal transformation, encouraging 
AMs to develop closer relationships with other AMs, preparing a 
community for change, supporting and accompanying a 
community through change, the sale of meeting houses, 
exploring radical approaches to adapting Quaker structures and 
supporting activism, visibility and fun. 

Most LDWs - including me - work 28 hours per week,  and I have 
the additional responsibility of working one day a week as the 
Communications Coordinator for Quaker Life. 

I can be contacted via alisont@quaker.org.uk or please 
text me on 07738515846 and I'll arrange a phone chat or 

an online/in-person meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:alisont@quaker.org.uk
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ARRIVING IN SOUTH AFRICA 
by Steve Hornby 

 
Arrival Capetown 3 March 2026 
 
 First Impressions  
 
 Flying into The Cape over ugly arid mountains clearly destroyed by 
opencast mining.  
 
 Landing into Cape Town over colourful allotments and sheds, which I soon 
realised were actually houses. Airport looked like it had been abandoned in 
the sixties.  
 
 Glad to be on terra firma after a very very long journey via Marseilles and 
Addis Ababa. Fortunate that I had not booked via The Middle East after 
Trump invaded Iran. Inspired planning? No, the cheapest route.  
Had fighter jets out the window  as we passed Cyprus. 
 
 Rechecked thru security in Addis Ababa about 7am one day (lost track of 
time). The list of items you could not check in was both amusing and scary. 
Obviously someone had tried to check in a lawnmower and a chainsaw at 
some point. I had neither.  
 
Addis Ababa airport was the size of a small planet. Apparently the biggest 
in Africa. Dozens of Dreamliner planes ready to take off. Dozens & dozens 
of coaches to take you to your plane. Realistic security NIL. Like USA prior 
to 911. Another risk added to my long list of reasons why I avoid flying.  
 
 Was met at the Airport by a Cape Town Friend Taka and his neighbour 
Peter, the one who had a car. Taka had very kindly taken the day off work 
to meet me and make sure I got to my hotel safely. They took me to my city 
centre hotel, next to the burned out Parliament building. They came in with 
me to display solidarity and kinship with the only white person in the 
building. I got a great welcome and great treatment from the staff. Then I 
slept for 18 hrs.  
 
 Being the only white person is not unusual for me, I live in Cheetham Hill. 
Being made welcome was unusual; that does not happen in Cheetham Hill. 
And in Cape Town the locals all speak to you in English.  
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My first questions are about why Urdu is the predominant language where I 
live in England with road signs in Urdu, and a form of english is spoken by 
the majority of people in The Cape. So many questions … The British and 
other European Empires have caused so many problems. Who were the 
actual beneficiaries? What does anyone mean when there is talk of 
reparations? From whom? To whom? 
 

ADDIS AIRPORT CHECK-IN 
 

 
Seems electric lawnmowers were OK! 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH YORKSHIRE’S YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

WORKER   

There is a proposal that we, together with 5 neighbouring AMs, should employ a 
Youth Development Worker.I (Elizabeth Coleman) spoke over the phone with Jo 
(Jonathon) Baynham, Youth Development Worker for Yorkshire, about his role.  
  
Elizabeth's question  
Our donations income is around £40,000 a year. £14,000, our share of £58,000, 
for a Youth Development Worker is a big slice of that income, so we need to 
think seriously before committing to it.   
 
Jo's reply  
£58,000 seems about right to cover salary, NI, expenses. Quakers pay at the 
higher end of the industry standard, but that means they get the best people, 
and people who are likely to stay if needed.  
  
Elizabeth's question  
You are covering a wide area, and children are at school weekday daytime and 
usually have activities on weekday evenings. The worker is most needed at all 
meetings on Sunday mornings, not much the rest of the week.  
  
Jo's answer  
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I work 2 or 3 weekends out of 4. I am travelling to  Huddersfield tonight 
(Wednesday), and will be at York on Friday. Much of my work is organising resi-
dentials, camping and clubs in the various localities. I have volunteers who can 
be there when I can't. A big part of the work is building capacity in Quaker Com-
munities for this work as well as delivery. This is the nature of Youth Develop-
ment work, as opposed to straight Youthwork. Good development work can't 
happen in isolation, it's all about building skills and capacity in the local commu-
nity - when you hire a youth development worker not only do you get a touch-
point and model for good practice, but a place to ask questions and request sup-
port, for example; recently I was asked about how Quaker Communities can 
manage challenging behaviour in young people at their events, I designed and 
delivered a training and have delivered it twice now. It’s all about connection and 
collaboration. 
  
Elizabeth's question  
If we employ a Youth Development Worker for 3 years, they will be lost to us at 
the end of 3 years, while if we funded local Friends to organise activities, they 
would be there after the 3 years is over.  
  
Jo's answer  
There is an advantage in Local funding model for Youth Development Worker as 
opposed to the central funding model by which Local Development Workers are 
funded. At the end of 3 years, you can decide not to ask them to serve any 
longer. But if you are very pleased with what they achieve, you will want to em-
ploy them for longer. The nature of the funding model means that Youth Devel-
opment Workers need to be sharp and effective so they can continue to be 
funded.   The growth in membership and attendance in Yorkshire is around half 
the total growth in BYM (as given in the Tabular Statement 2024-2025,) largely 
families and young adults. A good partnership between Area Meetings, Youth 
Development Worker and Local Development Worker can be a strong catalyst for 
growth, QED in Yorkshire.  
 

 

Regarding the Youth Development Worker, Yorkshire 
 
David Heslop 
Keighley Meeting 
Craven & Keighley AM 
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I have been invited to say a few words about our experience here in the 
seven Area Meetings across Yorkshire, as we move through the second 
three-year cycle of funding to support a full-time YDW (part-funded by 
BYM but part-funded, too, by agreed contributions from the Area Meetings.) 
 
Over the course of time we have seen engagement increase and the range 
of activities, and locations, expand across the region. 'Link Group' 
over-nighters, often in Meeting Houses; discussion groups on' Big 
Questions; even, now, the planning of our second Yorkshire Camp in 
August: the scope and scale of activities and connections, with young 
people and their families, has been immeasurably extended through the 
professionalism and dedication of a full-time Youth Worker. Together 
with the involvement of volunteers to help alongside and to be able to 
take on more and more responsibilities. Yes, the long-term success of 
the paid role might simply be to make it redundant eventually... 
 
We aren't there yet, but having had funding to enable several years of 
solid 'ground-work' to be made, the overall benefits are so discernible. 
 
We have been blessed to have had an immensely gifted Youth 
Development Worker, who, as well as that professional dedication, has 
brought a vast range of gifts and skills. Working alongside the Local 
Development Worker has been very significant too; an instance of happy 
symbiosis. 
 
Getting Friends involved in the Regional Support Group, led by our 
Youth Development Worker's line-manager, has both enabled loving care 
and local support to be provided, but also the chance for 'keeping an 
ear to the ground', too. As in all walks of life, communication is key. 
 
Of course, I may be considerably biassed, having been involved alongside 
our Youth Development Worker for several years now, but I hope I do and 
have been able to properly recognise and acknowledge the distinctive and 
unique contribution being made to our Quaker communities - both with and 
without young people. Our identifying our particular needs and acting 
upon concerns to address them seems to me to have been richly rewarded. 
 
So we have been - and are - very blessed. 
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YOUTH DEVELOPMENT WORKER – A QUESTION WITH NO ANSWER 
 
Hi David, (David Heslop of Yorkshire Quakers) 
 
Thank you for all the help you’ve given to enable me and Manchester & 
Warrington Friends to better understand the role of Youth Development 
Worker.  We are having a meeting on 7 July to learn more about it, and 
Andrew Backhouse will attend to answer questions. I have one more 
question that Andrew wasn’t really able to answer. 
 
Jo (the YDW) said that the Yorkshire success was because of the YDW, 
the Regional Development Worker and the AMs working together. Quakers 
are always concerned about the amount of work involved in being a 
Quaker. What work was required from AM Friends to enable the success to 
happen? Who are the volunteers who are referred to? (In my view it would 
be worth doing a lot of work to have something like what happened in 
Yorkshire, in our own AM, but we should go into it with our eyes open.) 

 
In friendship, Elizabeth (Coleman, newsletter editor) 

 
Dear Elizabeth, 
 
I understand your query, but it's impossible to say for something like 
this: 'work', we all know, can be transformed from toil into fulfilment 
by acknowledgement and support and being upheld; the whole panoply of 
what makes for a good, healthy meeting. So I would hesitate to focus on 
'amount' here but, dare I say it, to focus, rather, on what is required. 
 
I hope this non-answer might be a suitable answer; I do mean well by it 
and wish you luck. It will be hard work and, yes, 'worth doing'. But I 
think you may need to bear in mind that we were seven Area Meetings 
working under the 'umbrella' of a regional body, Quakers in Yorkshire.  
Each AM would have had different degrees of work-loads associated with 
the project, having different approaches and differing efficiencies. 
 
Yes, a non-answer, really, I'm afraid. 
 
Best wishes, David 
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A Partial History of the Central Manchester Meeting House and 
Manchester: 

by Alex Camacho – Sale Local Meeting and Work Experience student 
based at Central Manchester 

 
This is a drawing of Friends’ Meeting House, in Manchester, in 1830, two 
years after it was built. 
 

 

It was designed by Richard Lane and built in 1828, then altered by Alfred 
Waterhouse, the designer of Manchester Town Hall and the Natural History 
Museum. Friends have been meeting at this site since 1795, and in 
Manchester since 1673. 
 
Burial Grounds and Grave Robbing: 
The old Quaker burial ground, Jackson’s Row (near Deansgate), dates 
from around 1680 until 1856. Going back three hundred years, from around 
1540, a highly specific set of circumstances had been established under 
Henry VIII, and this allowed grave robbers to flourish. A law allowed just 4 
bodies a year to be dissected by the Company of Barbers and Surgeons – 
nowhere near enough. It was considered morally wrong to dissect human 
bodies, as it meant that they would be unable to resurrect (according to the 
prevailing religious beliefs at the time) and therefore only criminals could be 
dissected. 
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Two hundred years later, the number of bodies allowed to be dissected had 
only increased to 6 bodies a year, despite a radical increase in the number 
of surgeons. By 1675, this created the perfect conditions for desperate 
hospitals to be willing to pay for bodies, while turning a blind eye as to 
where they came from. As a result, body snatchers thrived for centuries, 
especially with the overcrowding of graves in church yards in fast growing 
cities – such as Manchester – during the industrial revolution. Stealing 
bodies carried a very light punishment, as dead bodies were neither people 
nor possessions, and it was considered a smaller offence than petty theft. 
After the trial of the infamous grave robbers and latterly murderers, William 
Burke and William Hare in 1827, whose bodies were (ironically) dissected 
after their execution in 1829, the popular disgust around ‘resurrection men’ 
intensified. 
 
In 1828, the body of Mary Howcroft was stolen from Jackson’s Row by a 
local man named John Massey, who was later sentenced to three months 
in prison. At long last, the Anatomy Act of 1832 effectively ended the body-
snatching trade by allowing all ‘unclaimed’ bodies to be dissected in the 
name of science. However, this did little to dispel uneasiness around 
body snatching due to the fear of being legally dissected after death. 
Furthermore, it was widely seen as an attack on the poor, as many 
‘unclaimed bodies’ came from workhouses and asylums. 
 
Needless to say, body snatching was unconducive to the health, and there 
were many documented cases of body snatchers keeling over and dying 
from the noxious fumes. Consequently, a public health act was passed in 
1852, the Burial Act, closing all public graveyards in cities, aside from 
Quaker and Jewish graveyards, and a few notable exceptions. However, in 
1847, the burial site at Jackson’s Row was closed and re-interred in our 
burial ground at Sale, that pre-dates the Meeting House now on the same 
site. 
 
The Window Tax: 
In 1696, the Window Tax was introduced by Queen Mary II and William of 
Orange, after the Glorious Revolution of 1688 and 89. The Window Tax led 
to many windows being bricked up, in order to avoid it, and lasted until 
1851, peaking during the Napoleonic Wars of 1803 – 1815. Friends’ 
Meeting House has several bricked-up windows, but is in no way short of 
windows otherwise, and it could be speculated that these were to avoid the 
tax. 
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On the other hand, you would have to be a fairly poor historian to attribute 
any blocked-up window to the window tax, especially with the knowledge 
that this building began construction in 1828 – after the peak of the taxation 
– so why would excess windows have been put in? Perhaps they were 
filled in when the building was modified in the 1860s? The window tax 
ended in 1851, so in my view, it is unlikely – but not impossible.  
 
In 1962, the meeting house had some building work done again, to change 
the main hall and – in my opinion – this is the most likely date for the 
windows to be filled in, particularly considering the appearance of the 
brickwork – nothing to do with the window tax! 
 
Iron railing collections: 
Moving on, the drawing from 1830 shows iron railing circling the perimeter 
of the building, and visiting today, these are no longer all present. During 
the Second World War, iron was frequently collected and taken to 
munitions factories to be melted into bullets – something that the Quakers 
would have almost certainly objected to. From this, we may infer that the 
railings were taken without permission, at some point between 1939 and 
1943, likely along with many other railings from the city centre. However, 
some researchers believe that only around 26% of iron railings collected 
were used by munitions factories, and the remaining fences were far 
surplus to requirements, or were a mixture of ferrous metals that could not 
be easily repurposed. Allegedly, these railings were dumped in the sea, 
buried in landfill, or stored away in scrap metal yards, far away from the 
public eye.  
 
The idea for collecting ironwork originated in Germany in the 1930s, but it 
was adopted here as a unifying scheme for the war effort, and it was a 
propaganda point used by the government, as the public felt that they were 
contributing to the war effort. Additionally, the US, led by Truman, believed 
that, under the Lend-Lease Act, the UK should be maximising its own 
resources (including fences) before receiving US weapons and money. 
 
Kilroy was here: 
The phrase “Kilroy was here” was a fairly common WWII joke, believed to 
have originated in 1938, and been spread by American GIs wherever they 
were placed. It can be found on walls and equipment in many historical 
buildings, as well as outside. It is often accompanied by a small drawing 
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‘Chad’, which is from a British cartoonist in 1938, and the two together are 
regarded as a symbol of allied unity. Indeed, Hitler saw one, on some 
captured American equipment, and wondered if Kilroy was the name of a 
high-level allied spy, and Stalin also found one in the VIP bathroom at the 
Potsdam Conference of July 1945. A highly unusual place to find Kilroy 
would be a building full of conscientious objectors – yes? Apparently not, 
as a scribbled note on an old piece of machinery (a winch used to divide 
the main hall into male and female sections) in the loft of the meeting 
house reads ‘Kilroy is dead’ and ‘Kilroy was here’. Why would a building 
composing pacifists contain a drawing known to be spread by military 
groups? We can only speculate on how it would have got here but we 
would be very curious to learn more if anyone has any further information 
regarding the history of the building.  
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Yearly Meeting on 18 July 2026 … in Manchester! 
by Sarah Donaldson 

 
From now on, Yearly Meeting will be meeting more than once every year. Some 
of us met together over the first May Bank Holiday weekend in Friends House and 
online. 
 
There will be two more Yearly Meeting sessions this year, in July and November. 
 
The session on 18 July 2026 is happening in Manchester, at the Kings House 
Conference Centre just off Oxford Road (https://www.kingshouse.co.uk/). 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend, but please register in advance. If you registered 
for the May session and have access to the online planner (Sched) then you do 
not need to complete a new registration – just click on the session within Sched. If 
you did not register for May, please fill in a registration form. 
All the details you need are on https://www.quaker.org.uk/ym/bookings 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend – King’s House has a large capacity – but please 
register in advance. If you registered for the May session and have access to the 
online planner (Sched) then you do not need to complete a new registration – just 
click on the session within Sched. If you did not register for May, please fill in a 
registration form. 
All the details you need are on https://www.quaker.org.uk/ym/bookings 
 
There will be an online only preparation session at 7pm on 9 July – book for that 
through Sched. 
 
Registration closes soon so don’t delay – you don’t want to miss the chance to 
attend YM on your doorstep! 
 
Information from Liz O’Neill: 
The possibility of having the Yearly Meeting session at Central Manchester Friends 
Meeting House was considered, but was decided against, as it was felt that a 
building that could accommodate more people was needed, so we would not 
have to turn people away. 
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POSTER DISPLAYED IN ALL MEETING HOUSES 
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HOW DO WE NEED TO CHANGE SECONDARY SCHOOLS? 
 
A meeting was held on Zoom to discuss this on 26 June. Several concerns were 
raised, including the size of classes, the size of schools, excessive pressure on 
children because of syllabus and exams, and on staff because of Ofsted. Two 
people at the meeting had been involved in home schooling of children who were 
very unhappy at secondary school.  One person talked of their experience of 
school in another country, where children remained in the same primary school 
till they were 16, thus avoiding the stressful transition at 11.  
 
We agreed to meet again on 25 September.  
 
 
 

TESTIMONY TO PEACE - EVENT HELD IN YORK JUNE 2026. 
by Sandra Dutson 

This was held in Friargate Meeting House which was a good venue, where 
we were made very welcome. There were I believe around 70 people present from 
a variety of  Areas.  The day began and ended with worship.   

After an introduction to the day in which some of the history of the Testi-
mony was outlined and our present context with its many challenges was sketched 
out the overarching question was ’what then shall we do?’ At this point 4 people 
gave reflections on these four strands of peace: 
- Peace and conflict in our own lives 
- Peace and responses to conflict in wider community 
- Peace and the environment  
- Peace and international conflict 
The people who spoke all gave thoughtful reflections and I found this a useful ap-
proach though I think we need to understand all four as interconnected  and with-
out any sense of priority.   

The main things to emerge for me are the importance of listening to each 
other and our own responses, that peace is not the absence of conflict and the 
importance of global cooperation.  

The period before lunch was then a time of worship sharing by way of reflec-
tion to the opening session.   

A very tasty lunch was provided and there was a good length of time for con-
necting, visiting stalls and listening to music.  
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The afternoon offered several thematic discussions and creative workshops.  
These were varied and there was opportunity to go to two.  I went to one on Planet 
care and the other titled ‘61 conflicts’. Both were lively with people with real con-
cerns and mixed experiences.  I enjoyed them as discussions but on reflection think 
we might have benefitted from more of a Worship sharing approach with one 
named facilitator.  Some of us spoke too much!! 
 
The day concluded with a time for sharing response in worship and a minute from 
the gathering.   
 

It was good to share together in this way and to hear something of the variety 
of concerns.  It was stated near the beginning of the day there were no easy an-
swers.  However the day I think inspired everyone to consider more deeply the 
overarching question: ‘what then shall we do’.  And it was heartening and thought 
provoking to get a sense of how many people are working on responses.  Someone 
said at some point something along the lines how a mix of love and information are 
both vital in giving the courage to act.  That seemed both obviously and profoundly 
true.  

 
MEET THE STAFF TEAM 

by Liz O’Neill, Executive Officer 
I planned to focus on the Finance Team this month and this article still introduces 
you to the two staff members who look after day-to-day money matters for Area 
Meeting and our trading subsidiary. However, our fabulous Finance Manager is 
moving on soon so it’s also something of a goodbye and a request for your help in 
finding her successor.  
Alice Ng joined the team in 2024 as Finance Manager and takes the lead on all our 
financial systems and processes. Gbemisola Hassan (known as Mimi) started in 
our hospitality team in 2024. In April of this year, she moved to the new role of 
Events and Finance Coordinator, working across the Finance and Events teams. 
On Mimi’s finance days, she processes payments coming in and going out as well 
as chasing up customers who haven’t paid on time (among other tasks). 
Our finance operations are much more complex than you would find in most 
Quaker organisations, because Friends chose some time ago to run a 
conferencing business to help fund the cost of maintaining our Meeting Houses. 
In the financial year that ended in March 2026, we issued just under 2,500 
invoices to customers, for amounts ranging from £30 to over £6,000. Over the 
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same period, the team processed and paid more than 1,300 invoices for items 
purchased or ordered on behalf of the charity or the trading subsidiary, with 
individual costs ranging from less than £5 to tens of thousands. 
Our size also means that our accounts are subjected to a full audit every year. 
We’re just gearing up for the audit of the financial year that ran from 1 April 2025 
to 31 March 2026 so Alice is currently spending a lot of her time gathering and 
checking the evidence that will be scrutinised to ensure that Area Meeting’s 
money is being properly managed.  
As mentioned above, Alice will be moving on soon: to become Head of Finance for 
a wonderful Manchester-based charity: Prevent Breast Cancer.  That means we 
are now looking for someone to step into Alice’s shoes. Recruitment information 
is on our website, at https://meetinghousemanchester.co.uk/jobs/.   Applications 
must be submitted on our online form, which is designed to uphold the testimony 
of equality by helping to reduce the impact of unconscious bias.  
The closing date for the role is Monday 20 July (10am) and there is some flexibility 
about how the new post-holder works so please share this opportunity with 
anyone who might have the skills and interest to look after Area Meeting’s 
money. Hanging out on the roof of Central Manchester Meeting House (as Alice is 
doing in the photo) is entirely optional! 

 

                   Alice Ng on the roof of Central Manchester Meeting House 

https://meetinghousemanchester.co.uk/jobs/
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General information 
Members of the staff team work hard to support Friends as well as customers and 
room users. We aim to create a supportive environment for the team and Friends 
can help by remembering that our Meeting Houses are also their place of work. 
Kind and respectful behaviour is, of course, expected at all times. It is also 
important to respect boundaries, such as recognising different team members’ 
working hours and limiting requests outside of these times to real emergencies.   
Key contacts: 
Mary Atkinson, Area Meeting Administrator – admin@manchesterquakers.org.uk 

• Mary works part time, usually on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

• Mary is your first point of contact for most issues relating to the life, com-
munity and service of our Area Meeting.  

Operations Team – operations@manchesterquakers.org.uk 

• This email reaches James Cragg (Facilities and Operations Manager) and Joe 
Cleary (Facilities and Operations Coordinator), at least one of whom is usu-
ally available Monday to Friday. 

• The Operations Team are your first point of contact for health and safety is-
sues or any other urgent matters relating to our Meeting Houses.  

 
Liz O’Neill, Executive Officer – liz@manchesterquakers.org.uk 

• Liz usually works Monday to Friday. 

• Liz leads the staff team and is your first point of contact in an out-of-hours 
emergency, when you can use her work mobile number: 07392 199 559. 

The office phone number is 0161 834 5797. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@manchesterquakers.org.uk
mailto:operations@manchesterquakers.org.uk
mailto:liz@manchesterquakers.org.uk
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Quaker Congo Partnership (QCP) - Midwifery Training 

by Sandra Dutson 

One of the projects supported by QCP is at the Abeka Community Hospital. This is 
a vital lifeline for approximately  

50, 000 people and provides essential  medical and maternity care. I 
thought members of Manchester and Warrington Area might be interested 
in this very recent news about midwifery training. What follows is directly 
from the reports:  

‘Maternal and child health remains a public health problem, as the various socio-
health surveys conducted in the DRC reveal that health indicators relating to the 
mother-child pair are worrying. It should be noted that maternal and newborn 
health is currently a major concern and a priority on the agenda of the province of 
South Kivu and the DRC.  

Reducing maternal and neonatal mortality remains a major challenge in our 
country in general and in our health zone in particular. Many of the complications 
associated with pregnancy, childbirth and the neonatal period can be avoided 
with adequate care and up-to-date skills of health workers. training. The Central 
Office of the Health Zone (BCZS) in collaboration with the technical and financial 
partner Quaker Congo Partnership-United Kingdom (QCP-UK) and the Abeka 
Hospital Center (CHA) organized training in emergency obstetric and neonatal 
care for seventeen nurses, midwives and birth attendants from seven maternity 
units (CS Abeka, Ake, I'amba, Kabumbe, Munene, Swima and CH Abeka) in the 
Nundu Health Zone, because many of the birth attendants engaged in our 
maternity units have never received any training from this module. The Nundu 
Health Zone under the facilitation of the Provincial Division of South Kivu 
Health/PNSR with the financial support of the charity "Education Services 2010" 
organized the training which aims to strengthen their skills in the care of pregnant 
women, childbirth and newborns. Proper monitoring of pregnant women during 
Ante Natal Care (ANC) is a better way to prevent maternal mortality.  

. We note that most 14/17 of the participants were birth attendants (rather than 
trained nurses or midwives), some of whom may previously have received little 
training - our training has increased the competencies and prestige of these birth 
attendants.  
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There is now a WhatsApp group for recently trained midwives to facilitate their 
post-training follow-up. A trainer from the health zone is also the reproductive 
health supervising nurse for the Nundu health zone’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IF YOU FIND THE NEWSLETTER LONG, STOP READING HERE, OR READ 
VERY SELECTVELY FROM HERE ONWARDS. JUST LOOK AT THE INDEX 
TO EVENTS ON PAGE 55 
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ADDITIONAL MATERIAL – not part of main newsletter 
 

PAPAL ENCYCLICAL 
 
Pope Leo has released his first Encyclical, “Magnifica Humanitas.” The opening 
words are: 
 
“Humanity, created by God in all its grandeur, is today facing a pivotal choice: 
either to construct a new Tower of Babel or to build the city in which God and 
humanity dwell together.” 
 
The Encyclical says that AI must serve humanity, not concentrate power. 

 
Information from Vatican News 

 
(The Archbishop of Canterbury has said that the controls on AI are “wholly 
inadequate.” 

Info from Radio 4 “Sunday” programme 7 June.) 
 

ISRAEL AND HUMANITY 
I have learned two lessons.  
 
The first lesson is the importance of the State of Israel, of the Israeli Defense 
Forces, - much of what happened to us would not have happened had there been 
a state at the time. The state is for me the realization of a dream…And this state 
must be strong, to protect the public that lives in it. 
 
The second lesson I  draw is that nothing is more important than the human 
being, nothing is more important than liberty and dignity.  
 

Aharon Barak, President of the Supreme Court of Israel from 1995 to 2006, who 
went through the holocaust as a young child and survived.   

Quoted in “Israel – What Went Wrong?” by Omer Bartov 
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RACISM, AND RISE IN ANTISEMITISM 

by Elizabeth Coleman 

I do not currently have any contact with Jewish people. My circle of friends 
is quite small because of poor health. So I have tried to find out from 
Jewish people that others put me in contact with, how they and people they 
know have experienced rising antisemitism. Below are responses collected 
by Steve Roman,  

 

 

                                         Steve at weekly Amnesty vigil 

 
Steve Roman has an interest in history and politics and leads walking tours 
around the central Manchester Peace Trail. He is also involved in CND and 
peace activism. 

He replied: “Apart from another Jew calling me “a Nazi thug” and denying 
my grandmothers’ murder in the Holocaust, for supporting Palestinian 
rights last year, I have not experienced any anti-Semitism. I do get some 
negative comments, from Jews and non-Jews, along with many more 
positive expressions of support, to the placard I carry on city-centre 



`30 

 

demonstrations which says “as the Jewish grandson of Holocaust victims 
“Never Again” includes Israel’s genocide of Palestine”.” 

 

 

Na’amod demonstration in April. There is some overlap between Na’amod 
and GMJAP (Greater Manchester Jewish Action for Palestine.). 
  
Here is a summary of comments I have received from other Jewish people 
in Greater Manchester Jewish Action for Palestine. 

• Many Jews have had generic abuse on the local rallies from bystanders, 
just as we, and the many non-Jews, receive on the Amnesty vigils. 

• Some Jews have had negative comments, which could be antisemitic, 
from (Zionist) Jews. 

• One person reports having coins thrown at them while on a rally. 
• Another had difficulties in the bar they worked at, and then outside re-

ceived mockery, and the comment “I see that star on your neck you Zi-
onist bitch”. When she argued that she wasn’t a Zionist, they got an-
grier, and after she walked away they got out of a car and pushed her 
over and kicked her. The “Polish bouncer at the bar once said some very 
antisemitic comments to me about how Jews control the world and that 
his family in Poland believe we are evil.” 
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• “I have had insults when marching with the Jewish banner on Palestine 
marches - from Israel supporters and streamers”.  

• “Someone assuming I was a Zionist and around Jews controlling the 
media. From Zionists aggressive shouts in my face on marches, and at 
the Mcr University ‘debate’”. 

• “Yes, generic ones and a guy waving an iron cross flag in my face shout-
ing slurs and then swung at me three times”. 

• A lot of abuse from Zionists and Iranian ‘loyalists’. Many comments 
online but the ones in the street are becoming more frequent”. 

• As well as verbal abuse on the marches from the far right and Zionists 
(eg ‘traitor’, etc.), I’ve also had an anti trans guy at one of the fascist de-
mos last year do two nazi salutes right at me, 1:1 

 

RACISM 

I (Elizbeth Coleman) asked an African friend if he had experienced racism, 
especially physical attacks by white people. He said that, when he lived in a poor, 
mainly white area, almost every day he was chased by young white men who 
wanted to beat him up.  He once escaped into an Asian shop, and the shopkeeper 
locked the door. As the men kept banging on the glass, the shopkeeper called the 
police, who arrested the leader. 
 

 

ANTISEMITISM (continued) 
Here are the experiences and thoughts of Jonny Wineberg and Warren Elf. 
 
Keith Archer of Eccles meeting suggested that I ask Jonny Wineberg and Warren 
Elf the experience of rising antisemitism as experienced by them and people they 
knew. I had come across Warren Elf before, through Faith Network for 
Manchester.  We met on Zoom on 29 June (Jonny, Warren, Keith and myself) 
 
JONNY WINEBERG 
Jonny is a former Chair of Faith Network 4 Manchester and currently a Trustee of 
Jewish Action for Mental Health (JAMH). Following October 7 2023, over three 
quarters of those contacting JAMH for help included antisemitism as a primary or 
secondary presenting issue. There was another surge in requests for support after 
the attacks at Heaton Park Synagogue on October 2 2025. JAMH have also 
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provided support to people from Heaton Park who are affected. There was a 
larger attack in North Manchester also being planned, but it was foiled by police, 
and the people involved were convicted. Whilst Jonny lives in Salford, he has a 
daughter in Golders Green, so is aware of what is happening in London as well.  
 
Jonny has only directly experienced antisemitic abuse a couple of times, possibly 
because he is white-looking and 6ft tall. He asks why the marches about Palestine 
happen every week, when there are so many other problems in the world. There 
is only one Jewish state, while there are 30 Christian states and 50 Muslim states, 
yet Israel is the focus of hatred. A Palestinian state “from the river to the sea” 
would mean the destruction of Israel. 
 
Iran is trying to influence things through the social media.  
 
There is a feeling that something is not right. The government responded to the 
rise in antisemitism since 2023, but not immediately and the delay in a stronger 
response disconcerted most of the community and did not address their fears. 
 
What is happening between Israel and the Palestinians is not genocide, and 
should not be called genocide. What Russia is doing in Ukraine is not called 
genocide. Israel appears to be responded to differently from any other country. 
The population of Palestinians in Israel, West Bank and Gaza is actually increasing. 
What is happening in Gaza is war, not genocide. You can criticise Netanyahu and 
the state of Israel, but linking them to Nazism is horrendous. 
 
There have been increasing incidences of people driving through Jewish areas in 
Greater Manchester and shouting abuse, especially on Shabbat. There is also 
abuse at tram stations and on trams. Several years ago, Jonny was almost 
attacked during an interfaith Iftar at a Mosque but the attacker was stopped by 
other Muslims who were mortified and hugely apologetic. Having previously been 
co-Chair of The Muslim Jewish Forum of Greater Manchester for 7 years and 
working with dozens of Muslim-led organisations and activists, Jonny knows that 
such animosity does not represent the vast majority of Muslims. 
 
Online stuff is awful. If anything is posted that is pro-Israel, or if people write 
about antisemitism, there is almost always abuse. If there is a rally about 
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antisemitism, there is often a counter-rally which assumes that the original rally is 
pro-Israel. 
 
Although most Imams say that attacking Jews is wrong, some take literally some 
passages in the Quran about Jews, in an inappropriate way.  
 
The use of the term apartheid is wholly inappropriate for Israel. Over 20% of 
Israelis are Palestinian Arabs, and they have the vote and are represented in the 
Knesset. 
 
WARREN ELF 
Warren is a Rabbi working with three Reform Synagogues and is the Chair of the 
Faith Network for Manchester, Bury Faith Forum and FODIP (The Forum for the 
Discussion of Israel and Palestine), all interfaith charities. 
 
I agree pretty much with everything that Jonny has said. Fear and experience are 
not always the same. There is an awareness that antisemitism is at record levels, 
and more people are saying that they feel it is unsafe to live in the UK, moreso 
than for many years. Many Jewish people will not go out on the streets with 
anything that identifies them as Jewish. Some even took down the mezuzot from 
their doors so that their house would not be identified as a Jewish home. This is 
not part of my experience, but is horrifying.  
 
There were and have been pro-Palestinian protests at least weekly, often going 
through or alongside Jewish areas. Though most of the protestors are not anti-
Jewish, some are, and this used to be seen on banners. This has changed now 
they realise they would be arrested. It is the same story in Manchester, London 
and Southend (area where I have contacts or work with communities.)  
 
The Orthodox community are abused most – some physical abuse, a lot of verbal 
abuse, because they are more visibly Jewish in many cases. The algorithms on 
social media make conflict worse. Antisemitism is from the extreme left and the 
extreme right. Jonathan Sacks, former Chief Rabbi, said “The hate that begins 
with Jews never ends with Jews.”  
 
Terminology used against the Jewish community includes genocide and apartheid. 
While the government of the State of Israel may have taken some steps towards 
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these, it is not carrying out genocide or practicing apartheid. The military 
occupation is wrong in my opinion and in the opinion of many, but it is not 
genocide.  Many policies in the occupied territories may be wrong and unjust but 
they are not genocide or apartheid and to use this terminology is lazy and wrong 
at best, but more likely it is dangerous, inaccurate and antisemitic, because it is 
not just used against the government of Israel but it is used disdainfully and 
levelled at Jews, in general! 
 
It is difficult to talk about what is going on in Israel even within the Jewish 
community, as there are so many different opinions and feelings and fears, 
especially since 7th October 2023.   
 
The events and killings and butchery on the 7th October 2023 meant that was the 
worst day for the Jewish People since the end of the Holocaust in 1945.  
 
Many Jews do not support the present Israeli government but do support the 
right of the state of Israel to exist.  Whatever they feel about Israel and what is 
going on, the vast majority of Jews feel that  
antisemitism is rife. 
 
I have good relations with people of many other faiths and I will talk about all of 
these issues with them. 
 
I don’t like the word “antisemitism” – it almost says “It’s OK to hate Jews – here’s 
a term to describe it.” I think we should drop the terms Antisemitism and 
Islamophobia, and say “hatred of Jews” and “Anti-Muslim hatred.”  Call it what it 
really is! 
 
We want people to feel part of the society they are already part of. Historically, 
Jews have moved from place to place because of anti-Jewish hatred, which 
existed in early Christian times if not before. It surfaces again and again, for 
example in the Crusades, as well as throughout other periods of history. 
 
Elizabeth comments – Quakers use the word genocide for what is happening in 
Gaza.  Warren and Jonny both disagree that is the correct term to use.  The term 
genocide is used far too easily and irresponsibly and in a way that creates more 
division. 
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The use of the word is offensive, and is designed to be so. Anti-Zionism is racism, 
as it is denying the Jews their right to have their own state. 
 
Abuse is physical, online, verbal and graffiti, with daubing on synagogue walls and 
in cemeteries. 
 
Jonny pointed out that people are saying that “7 October” didn’t happen, despite 
all the videos proving that it did, taken by the perpetrators themselves!   
 
A country has a right to defend itself. What if Welsh nationalists killed 1,000+ 
English people?  Wouldn’t England be expected to and have a right to respond? 
 
I work on facts, and ask people to be as even-handed as possible. When someone 
stood for Gaza in a local election in the Manchester area, I said it was 
inappropriate. I was abused for saying this by someone who is involved in 
interfaith activities. What would people say if someone stood for Israel in local 
elections? 
 
Jonny and Warren agree that antisemitism must be challenged and education 
against all forms of hatred needs to be prioritised.  We need to treat everyone in 
our society with the same degree of respect. 

 

UNREGULATED CHILDRENS HOMES 
by Elizabeth Coleman 

There was a very upsetting article in The Guardian on 5 June – “Horrific, 
unregulated and very profitable – The companies making cash from 
England’s children in care” by George Mombiot. Councils have not been 
given capital budgets to make their own provision for children in care, 
so are forced to pay an average of £384K per child per year for the 
children to be placed in unregulated children’s homes, often far from 
their homes. 84% of child care places are with private providers doing it 
for profit. It is clearly not successful, as, while fewer than 1% of children 
are in care, 62% of people in young offenders’ institutions have been n 
care.  
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We have a Children’s and Young People’s Committee that discusses the 
children attached to our Local Meetings, considering issues such as 
Safeguarding.  Do we need a committee to consider young people more 
widely? Or is there some other way we should approach this issue? 
 
You might consider signing this petition: 
https://weownit.org.uk/act-now/no-profit-childrens-care 

 

Quaker Leadership 
In a quiet way, Quakers can be seen as subverting the conventional assumptions 
about leadership. Leadership for Quakers was not about “getting other people to 
do something” (Ciulla, 2017) but the messy process of ‘working with others to do 
good in the world’.  

Antony Froggett – from “Findings of my PhD Research” in June newsletter 
 

Economics 
…to see current capitalism as a force of nature, which cannot be held back or 
made to change course by governments in any way, is to underestimate all the 
effort that has been required to establish and sustain this economic model: busy 
conservative thinktanks, countless rightwing election campaigns, endless 
corporate lobbying. 

Andy Beckett, The Guardian, 2 June 2026 
 

More Economics 
Free market fatalism … requires a belief in economics as a set of simple laws – 
rather than a complex, contested, often inexact science, full of disagreements 
about the importance of and relationships between different economic interests 
and dynamics. 

Andy Beckett, The Guardian, 2 June 2026 

 
Israeli attitudes to Palestinians 

A poll conducted by Pennsylvania University in March… 2025 found that…47 per 
cent (of Israelis) agreed that in conquering an enemy city, the IDF “should act in a 
manner similar to the way the Israelites did when they conquered Jericho under 
the leadership of Joshua, i.e. to kill all the inhabitants.” 

From “Israel- What Went Wrong?” by Omer Bartov 

https://weownit.org.uk/act-now/no-profit-childrens-care
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 Genocide in the Bible – the Walls of Jericho 
So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as the people 
heard the sound of the trumpets, they raised a great shout, and the wall fell down 
flat; so the people charged straight ahead into the city and captured it. Then they 
devoted to destruction by the edge of the sword all in the city, both men and 
women, young and old, oxen, sheep and donkeys. 

Joshua 6:20-21 
A New Kind of War 

Wars, these days, target digital infrastructure as well as military installations. 
…large chunks of daily life can be knocked out without a single shot fired. In 
Scandinavia and the Baltic region, citizens are signing up to do their bit as non-
combatants (in the event of attacks on digital infrastructure.) 

Elisabeth Braw, The Guardian 2 June 2026 
 

PLEASE DONATE TO SUPPORT AREA MEETING 
 
To make a bank transfer or set up a standing order, please email Mary 
Atkinson on admin@manchesterquakers.org.uk and she will give you 
bank details. Please use your name as a reference. You can also send a 
cheque made payable to Manchester & Warrington Area Quaker 
Meeting to the Executive Officer at Friends Meeting House, 6 Mount 
Street, Manchester, M2 5NS. If you are making a will, consider whether 
to leave something to Area Meeting. Donations are split equally 
between local Quaker work and national Quaker work, unless you 
specify otherwise. 

 
From the River to the Sea 

…the Netanyahu government used the basic law process… to declare Israel the 
nation-state of the Jews and the whole land from the Jordan to the sea as Israel’s 
property. 

From “Israel- What Went Wrong?” by Omer Bartov 
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
by Elizabeth Coleman, Eccles LM 

(submitted to The Friend but not published) 
 

In his 2025 Reith lecture, Rutger Bregman says: 
 
“We are currently in a race to create alien minds, systems that we do 
not understand, and that we may not be able to control. …. And so we 
must ask, will this be the new, worst mistake in the history of the 
human race?” 

 
Technology moves so fast, that we find ourselves in a different world, 
without feeling that we were at all involved in the choices made when 
building that world. Democracy has not worked for us. Newspapers, 
television and shops are not allowed to advertise or sell illegal 
weapons, illegal or counterfeit drugs, or videos of child abuse, and the 
controls work quite well. However, all these things are freely available 
on the internet. The technology ran ahead of our ability to control it, or 
to reduce the harm that it does.  
 
Technology has made some people extremely rich, and this must be a 
major cause of inequality. We know from the work of Richard Wilkinson 
and Kate Pickett of “The Spirit Level” that inequality causes many social 
problems. Silicon Valley, with its huge wealth, is next to Americans 
living in desperate poverty, but those who made so much money do 
not care for the poor, and do not even see a need to appear to care for 
the poor, by helping their immediate neighbours.  
 
People controlling technology have huge power to made decisions 
affecting our lives. For example, they have chosen to make online 
discussion aggressive rather than encouraging listening. Online fraud is 
a massive growth industry, with people losing savings built up over a 
lifetime, while a properly managed internet could have prevented this. 
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Those who control the technology also use their wealth to intervene in 
politics, undermining democracy still more. 
 
Some knowledgeable people say that Artificial Intelligence could lead to 
the extinction of the human race. Is this a wild fantasy, or is it true?  
 
This is a comment made during the Reith lecture question time by 
Stuart Russell (former Reith lecturer): 
 
“Dario Amodei (US AI researcher and entrepreneur) says there's a 10 to 
25% chance of human extinction if he succeeds in the project on which 
he's spending hundreds of billions of dollars.” 
 
We as Quakers must take this seriously. We are not experts, but we 
cannot wash our hands of it. We can work with experts, or hire experts. 
Perhaps we might be best to work with other churches. But we cannot 
stand aside and do nothing.  

 
 

REQUEST FOR REPORTS 
If you attend BYM in Manchester on 18 July, or events at Mount St on 17 July, 
please consider dong a report for the newsletter. 

 
 

TRUMP AND OTHERS - EXTRACT FROM “THE FRIEND” 17 APRIL 2026 
(Jonathan Dale drew my attention to this.) 

THE MYTHS BEHIND THE EARTH CRISES – PAUL HODGKIN 
 

I’ve been wondering about the nature of the destructive energy that lies behind 
Donald Trump’s violence, and in particular the vehemence of his attack on nature. 
Of course, some of this is driven by politics, populism, capitalism – whatever. But 
while this might explain the policy, it does not, for me, explain the vindictiveness 
and self-harming stupidity. After all, right-wing authoritarians are not inevitably 
against nature. Adolf Hitler was a vegetarian and Nazism had deep roots in the 
German ‘purity of nature’ movement.  



`40 

 

 
I think these destructive energies arise because the Earth crises are terminating 
the deepest dreams of progress which have fuelled capitalism for the last 600 
years. Prometheus, who stole fire from the gods and gave it to ‘man’, has always 
been the patron saint of our masculine idea of ‘progress’: heroic, tortured, 
wresting stuff from nature…..  You can see this in the dreams of the ‘tech bros’ 
who sometimes even say it openly – as the author Tara Isabella Barton has 
paraphrased, in her observations of tech titan … Bryant Johnson: ’Of course we 
should harness the power of the universe to serve our own ends and live our best 
lives. Of course we are, or soon will be, functionally divine.’ 
 
The impending reality is that earth will not let them do this. That our fate might 
not be Galactic but Neolithic, is, I think, what generates such deranged anger. To 
be betrayed by the Earth just as AI seems to be reaching out to us is, for the tech 
elites, completely intolerable. So these children of Prometheus stand in .. fear and 
loathing of a Gaia that has always been, and always will be, greater than any 
human ambition. 
 
 

 
MONEY 

by Tony Weekes 
 
“The process by which money is created is so simple that the mind is repelled.”  
― John Kenneth Galbraith, Money: Whence It Came, Where It Went  
There are two ways by which Money is Created in the UK (and in other 
countries). Bear in mind that that most of what we call “money” is simply a 
record on a computer. 
The simplest way: Creation by an authorised bank 
To illustrate, I am offering a story. (As personal story it is fiction!) 
I want my house to have solar panels and be energy efficient.  The total cost, my 
builder says, will be £2000.  
I am in “good standing” with my bank; my employment is stable and my salary is 
adequate. Based on this estimate I approach my bank. The loans manager agrees 
to my request    
The next step is a computer.   The manager uses a computer to credit my current 
account with £2000. It also sets up a loan account in my name.   

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/934081
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The bank now has an asset, with a return in the form of interest on the loan. None 
of the accounts of other customers has been touched.  £2000 has been created 
Each month and the loan account  will be credited current account will be debited 
with part repayment and loan interest. My.   
 Every month a transfer from my current account will be made to the loan 
account as interest and part repayment.   
I once read in the business news of a respectable paper that “Banks use the 
deposits of other customers to make loans. I wrote a polite letter to the 
journalist.  He never answered. 
Creation of money through government spending 
The UK has its own currency: Sterling.  The government has its own bank; the 
Bank of England (the Central Bank). 
Government spending is authorised by means of a budget which has been passed 
into law. 
To spend, and thereby support the ministries, agencies and other suppliers of 
goods and services, the government orders the Bank of England to distribute 
payments to these institutions. In turn, these will be  distributed further into the 
wider economy. 
The Bank of England must comply with these instructions, even if they will 
increase the government’s overdraft. [Act of Parliament, 1866] 

This does not mean that there are no limits to public spending.  The resources and 
labour must be available to meet the requirements which are required.  
An example of available resources and how to use them 
At present, young people are facing unemployment [See Young people and work: 
interim report, UL department of work and pensions]. The government should 
create money to enable young people to be trained to meet the needs of the 
transition to a lower carbon economy [For more details search on key words 
“Richard Murphy NEET”] 

Inflation and the national debt 
The threat of inflation – the remedy is surprising!  
The government must ensure that the money spent on circulation will not cause 
inflation. To the surprise of many people the (estimated) excess is taken up by 
taxation (including income tax) 
Just to add (I hope!) some clarity this means that public spending precedes 
taxation. 
The National debt is the difference between government spending and income. 
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It is nothing like household or personal debt.  The government can reduce the 
national debt by the sale of gilt-edge bonds –  financial instruments which has a 
rate of interest and a time limit by when it will be redeemed. 
Bonds provide a secure means for businesses, such as insurance companies, to 
place their reserves. Charities may also find them useful 

Further sources of information 
I am open to help readers understand money, debt and credit. Elizabeth has my 
permission to supply my email address  
. Richard Murphy has written and lectured on money and government spending. 
His writing and verbal presentations are excellent.  To find them, search on  

Richard Murphy “Money creation” or “National debt” 
This link provides a thorough account of how money is created:  

https://braveneweurope.com/richard-murphy-how-money-is-created-and-
inflation-controlled 

 
 

 
A GOOD LIFE FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

by Elizabeth Coleman 
 
When I was at university, we discussed the “problem of leisure”, when all we 
needed could be produced with very little work, so people would not be short of 
wealth, but would need to find something creative to do. This has not happened, 
because so much of our wealth is in the hands of the super-rich, who also control 
our media and to a large extent our politics. If we could break their grip on us, 
(which will be extremely difficult), we could have a very different society. 
 
Everyone could have a basic income, whether they worked or not, and there 
could be plenty of social housing, so people could afford a modest lifestyle 
without working. Those who chose to work full time would have a much better 
income, but many would prefer to work part-time or not to have paid 
employment, and value the time spent with their families, on sport and leisure 
activities, and on active involvement in a democratic society.  
 
Education would be for life, not jobs, as jobs would be a small part of life for most 
people, (except for people who chose to focus on work, such as maybe 
professional musicians). Children would be encouraged to follow their own 
interests and to be curious and to want to learn and to think. Education would 

https://braveneweurope.com/richard-murphy-how-money-is-created-and-inflation-controlled
https://braveneweurope.com/richard-murphy-how-money-is-created-and-inflation-controlled
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probably not be compulsory.  Many people would be involved in teaching on a 
voluntary basis, so children interested in particular topics would have plenty of 
contact with adults in small groups. No-one would be involuntarily idle- there 
would be many opportunities for sport, learning musical instruments, growing 
vegetables, learning all kinds of things at any age.  
 
If someone wanted to be an artist, they could make that choice freely, knowing 
that they would not be homeless or without food, though they would  have to 
raise money for artists’ materials. 
 
There would be a focus on the quality of work – work-places and work would be 
designed for people to enjoy being there. It would be far less stressful than is 
currently the case. Unpopular jobs would be well paid. 
 
People would value time. Medical staff could spend unhurried time with their 
patients.  
 
The whole ethos of society would be less aggressive and angry. Politics would  be 
less confrontational as we would get rid of the “first past the post” system. People 
would understand the need for international co-operation, and for working hard 
towards agreements on arms reduction, which would release a huge amount of 
resources currently spent on preparing for war, war, and clearing up the damage 
caused by war.  
 
The internet would be run for the benefit of the people, not the super-rich. 
Internet crime would be rare, as adequate resources would be allocated to 
preventing crimes such as online child abuse, sale of illicit drugs etc. If it was still 
in private hands, the internet platform providers would suffer serious 
consequences if they allowed their platforms to be used for crime. 
 
People would live simply, perhaps comparable to how we lived in the sixties and 
seventies, though very different in many ways – we would have the advantage of 
computer technology. No-one would be rich. People I countries that re currently 
or would have incomes similar to our own. Our diet would be mainly vegan – 
meat would be an occasional, expensive treat for those who wanted it. There 
would be no intensive farming of animals. Crops and vegetables would be mainly 
organically farmed. The reduction in farm animals would release a lot of land, (as 
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most farmland is currently used for animals and growing their food) some to be 
left to go wild, some to be carefully managed for the benefit of humans and 
wildlife. Wildlife would flourish. 
 
A better society, a sustainable society, really is possible, but very difficult to 
achieve, as those currently holding power will do all that they can to prevent it. 

 
 

The Trial of the Filton 6 – an extract from Kevin Sell’s book about the 
increasing authoritarianism in the UK.  
 

The Whole Truth and Morality in the Courts 

 
If I had been a member of the jury in the Filton 6 retrial and learned afterwards that 

the defendants were going to be sentenced as terrorists, when they had been 

charged with criminal damage at a time before Palestine Action was prescribed as 

a terrorist organisation, I would be angry. I would feel that I had been tricked into a 

delivering a guilty verdict without being aware of the full consequences for the 

defendants. We may disapprove of their methods, but many people consider them 

to be conscientious and idealistic young people whose future is being seriously 

damaged because they had the courage to take action against the facilitators of 

genocide. We can see from the defendants having to dismiss their defence team 

and deliver their own closing speeches that much was being concealed from the 

jury. The defence barristers were constrained by threats of contempt of court from 

the judge if they ventured into forbidden territory such as employing the defence of 

genocide prevention. In giving their own closing speeches, the defendants had 

greater latitude, but even so they had to be careful not to provoke the judge. 

Consider the following from Zoe Rogers’ closing speech: ‘There have been 

interruptions from the prosecution, quick subject changes from our barristers – it’s 

almost as if whole topics of conversation have been banned.’ 

 

The truth was that whole topics of conversation had been banned because the 

Government and the judiciary fear the morality that juries can inject into trials.  

Charlotte Head, in her closing speech said: ‘They [the Government] have too much 

invested, both politically and financially, to act on a moral basis.’ Most people 

will agree that justice is not delivered by simply deciding that a law has been 

broken and nothing else matters. There have always been bad and unjust laws. A 
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good example of a bad law was the criminalisation of gay men simply for 

expressing their sexual preferences – resulting in countless lives being ruined and 

many suicides. The early 1950s saw a major increase in the number of convictions 

for “gross indecency” from less than 300 a year before the war to nearly 1,700 in 

1952, over 2,000 in 1954 and more than 2,300 in 1955. All sexual activity between 

men of any age was illegal and offenders were often given immediate and lengthy 

sentences of imprisonment. 

https://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/articles/very-private-man 

I wish to draw an analogy with an observation made by Caroline Lucas (Green 

Party MP for Brighton Pavilion from 2010 to 2024) that ‘democracy is about 

trusting the electorate. If you fear placing power in the hands of the English people 

through a genuinely representative parliament, you have to ask yourself how good 

a democrat you are.’ 

(Another England – How to Reclaim Our National Story, Caroline Lucas, 2024 

p.73) 

 

Placing power in the hands of juries is about trusting them to deliver a verdict that 

takes into account not just the letter of the law, but all of the nuances and 

mitigating intricacies that can never be written into law because every 

circumstance is different and every defendant is different. Application of the law 

should not degenerate into a perfunctory and robotic process for the convenience 

of securing convictions. The Government and the judiciary do not trust juries 

which is precisely why in cases like the Filton 6 they are prevented from hearing 

the whole truth. An ethical question: what is the threshold at which tampering with, 

or suppressing, the truth, turns the evidence that the jury has to consider, into 

something approaching a lie, a partial lie, or at least a distortion of the truth?  
 

A FABLE 
by Elizabeth Coleman 

 
The school was on fire, and a child was trapped in one of the classrooms. I broke 
the window, climbed in and rescued the child. I was charged with criminal 
damage, and the judge ruled that the jury should not be told that the school was 
on fire, or that I had rescued the child. They unanimously found me guilty, and my 
sentence was more severe because I did not show remorse. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/articles/very-private-man


`46 

 

  
ISRAELI ATTTACKS IN LEBANON KILL TURTLE RESCUER 

The Lebanese marine activist Mona Khalil, who became a beloved figure in the 
country for a decades-long effort to protect a nesting site for turtles near her 
home, has died from injuries sustained in an Israeli strike. 

The Guardian, 20 June 2026 

 
PRE-YEARLY MEETING GET TOGETHER 

20 June 2026 Central Manchester Meeting House 

by Elizabeth Coleman (incorporating some comments from others) 

  
“We did conclude among ourselves to settle a meeting, to see one another’s faces, 
and open our hearts one to another in the Truth of God once a year, as formerly it 
used to be.”– Yearly Meeting in London, 1668; Quaker faith & practice 6.01 

  
These words called early Quakers to gather annually in Friendship; they are also 
the point at which the dispersed structure of the Religious Society of the Friends 
of Truth began to be centred on London. In 2026 Quakers are, once again, chang-
ing our structures as it is thought that they need to be changed to address the 
needs of our times.  
 
Lesley Richardson, who has assisted in consideration of structural change in sev-
eral areas, and Sarah Donaldson, who is assisting in national changes, led a day in 
Central Manchester Meeting House to introduce and consider the new pattern of 
Meeting - 4 sessions a year, one of which will be outside London. There will be a 
short residential meeting in the next couple of years.  
 
After opening worship, about 20 Friends divided into 2 groups, one for those new 
to BYM, led by Lesley Richardson one for those who had attended BYM before, 
led by Sarah Donaldson. There was to have been one for young people only, but 
this did not happen as no children or young people attended.  I went to the one 
led by Sarah Donaldson where she clarified the changes and the reasons for them, 
answered questions, and said she would take some suggestions back to the com-
mittee that organises the agenda. My particular concern is how groups like Social 
Justice Group can move forward their concerns now that Meetings for Sufferings 
has been laid down.  I was surprised to hear that Meetings for Sufferings did not 
receive many minutes – perhaps 20 or 30 a year, certainly in the tens rather than 
in the hundreds. That may increase now that Quaker Recognised bodies, such as 
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Quaker Congo Partnership or Quaker Rainbow, are able to forward Minutes of 
concern to the Agenda Planning Committee in the same way that Area Meetings 
continue to do. 
 
There are no plans to change from all meetings being “blended”. (I think it very 
sad that we didn’t have a face to face residential shortly after Covid, to raise mo-
rale and make us glad to be Quakers.) I personally find I get support from others 
at a face to face meeting for worship and dislike blended meetings, finding it hard 
to worship with someone who just appears as a black square on a screen. (Beck 
Solway commented: ”I think that some people might have other views about hy-
brid meetings, especially those with caring commitments, but I can appreciate 
your feelings about seeing one another face to face.”) When I attended blended 
meetings, it seemed to me that a new discipline was needed to cover these meet-
ings, so that those online were expected to be as focussed as those present face 
to face. I have been told that YM Elders have now given attention  to the disci-
pline needed for these meetings.  
 
I stayed for lunch. It’s always interesting to me to ask Quakers how they spend 
their time. It usually leads me to think of our quiet influence on society - very im-
pressive for a church small in number. 
 
I left at lunchtime, but Margaret Calvert has informed me that the afternoon con-
centred on Belonging, and how to move belonging into membership. Friends di-
vided into 3 groups, each designed to our open hearts and minds in the way that 
appealed to our strengths. Membership and Reparation are the 2 areas to be con-
sidered at YM Session Manchester Session, beginning the process to prayerful dis-
cernment of Quakers in Britain. The considerations of Young Friends and Junior 
Friends on Reparation will be included in that discernment.   
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PETITION AND PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE 

Call a public inquiry into pro-Israel influence on politics & de-
mocracy 

We are concerned about reported Israeli state-linked and pro-Israel lobby-
ing activity in UK politics. We believe it is important to determine the scope 
and impact of any such influence campaigns. 

We feel that the horrific devastation in Gaza, the ongoing suppression of 
Palestinians in the West Bank, and the UK’s political response underline 
the urgent need to scrutinise how pro-Israel organisations, networks, and 
lobbying efforts may shape government decisions, party policy, and public 
debate. 

118,768 signatures 

Extracts from the Debate  

This petition was debated in Parliament on 22 June. Many of 
the speeches focussed on the view that the petition is antise-
mitic. 

Sir Andrew Mitchell  

(Sutton Coldfield) (Con) 

I fear the whole thing smacks of an antisemitic conspiracy theory. 

 

John Lamont  

That false accusation has a very long and very troubling history. For centuries, at 

the heart of antisemitism has been the claim that Jews exercise secret control over 

Governments, political systems, financial institutions, the media or public life. 

Those ideas have appeared in countless forms throughout history. The most 

notorious example was the fraudulent document known as “The Protocols of the 

Elders of Zion”, which purported to reveal a Jewish conspiracy to dominate the 

world. Although repeatedly exposed as a forgery, its pernicious influence was 

immense. …The packaging has changed, but it is no less insidious in its 

implication. … it is undeniable that anyone who claims the existence of a lobby 

seeking to silence dissent is nothing less than delusional. History teaches us that 
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conspiracy theories portraying Jews as powerful, manipulative and disloyal have 

often preceded discrimination, exclusion and violence.  

John Lamont  

As legislators, we have a responsibility to understand that hatred evolves and 

adopts new language to advance old prejudices. We should be collectively clear 

that allegations of covert Jewish or pro-Israel control of politics are not legitimate 

political criticism; they are rooted in a tradition of antisemitic conspiracy theory 

that has caused immense harm throughout history. Parliament should reject those 

narratives. 

Sammy Wilson  

(East Antrim) (DUP) 

This is yet another angle of the antisemitism that we are experiencing in this 

country, especially driven by the left.… it is a very dangerous idea that somehow 

or other Jews control politics in our country. We have seen examples throughout 

history, from when Jews were accused of co-ordinating a program of poisoning 

wells that caused the black death, to the Holocaust, when Hitler accused Jewish 

influence of causing Germany’s defeat in the first world war, and therefore claimed 

that it had to be dealt with. We have seen the impact of antisemitism in this 

country. We only have to look at what happened in Golders Green, in Manchester 

and in other attempted bombings of synagogues to see the threat that Jews feel in 

this country, and to know that the poison of antisemitism has an impact on people’s 

lives. 

Ayoub Khan  

(Birmingham Perry Barr) (Ind) 

It is important to say that this is not about the Jewish community; it is about the 

state of Israel. We must be careful in our words and ensure that we do not conflate 

the two. 

For two years, this Government have supported the state of Israel through the 

unimaginable: genocide in Gaza, illegal settlement building in the occupied west 

bank, and even war in Iran. I think it is fair to say that for millions up and down 

this country, the Government’s approach to Israel has defied the most basic logic, 

justice and humanity. Continued arms sales amid mass extermination, the 

weaponisation of terrorism law to silence dissent, the welcoming of wanted war 

criminals on the steps of 10 Downing Street—with every decision this Government 

have made, it is not only reasonable to ask questions about political influence in 

Britain, but necessary. 
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Peter Prinsley  

(Bury St Edmunds and Stowmarket) (Lab) 

Shame on those who have orchestrated this regurgitation of antisemitic tropes. It is 

ancient just as it is predictable. In 1190, 57 Jews were slaughtered in Bury St 

Edmunds, then Norwich, Lincoln and York. Our country has a terrible record of 

anti-Jewish hatred, and all the Jews of England were expelled in 1290. 

Antisemitism is not new in this country. 

In the ’20s and ’30s, German antisemites and Nazis argued that the Weimar 

Republic had become verjudet—“Jewified”. In 1941, Nazi propaganda depicted 

Jews as secretly manipulating London, Washington and Moscow. The idea that 

Jews exercise hidden influence over politics, democracy and society is not new; it 

is an ancient conspiracy theory repeatedly used to isolate Jews, undermine social 

cohesion and stoke hatred. 

Richard Tice  

(Boston and Skegness) (Reform) 

This motion is antisemitic in its very motivation and at its core.  
 

Tahir Ali  

 this debate is about lobby groups, and especially the Israeli Government. Pro-

Israeli lobby groups have paid hundreds of thousands in political donations in the 

UK. The amount of evidence, which I will refrain from sharing due to limited time, 

is countless.  

Iqbal Mohamed  

(Dewsbury and Batley) (Ind) 

In June 2024, Declassified UK revealed that 13 of the then 25 members of the 

Labour Cabinet received hundreds of thousands in donations from pro-Israel 

donors, and that some 180 of Britain’s 650 MPs had accepted such funding during 

their political careers. That is one in four elected Members. 
 

 Joy Morrissey  

(Beaconsfield) (Con) 

Anti-Israel hatred creates a scourge of antisemitism against our Jewish community. 

They suffer for doing nothing other than being British Jews who happen to live in 

this country, and are caught in the middle of the conflict for no other reason than 

their ethnic and religious background. Does my hon. Friend agree that that is 

simply unfair and racist? 
 

Mike Wood  
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His Majesty’s Opposition firmly reject the premise of the petition and any 

suggestion that Israel—or any British organisations expressing solidarity with it—

represent a malign or covert influence on British politics and democracy. 

The petition invites vague suspicion of covert, improper activity by unnamed 

organisations and we must call it out for what it is. The use of terms such as “the 

Israel lobby” to describe British Jewish communal bodies combines unfounded 

claims of disproportionate backroom influence with the ancient insidious trope that 

Jewish citizens are inherently disloyal or untrustworthy.  

In conclusion, we do not support a public inquiry into the imaginary threat of pro-

Israel lobbying. To grant one would be to validate a petition that lacks credible 

evidence and fuels antisemitic conspiracies.  

 

The Parliamentary Secretary, Cabinet Office  

(Mr James Frith) 

It is unfortunate that the petition behind this debate plays into the same old 

antisemitic tropes of hidden forces and malign control.  

Mr Adnan Hussain  

Can I ask the Minister why so many in this House, including himself, conflate the 

Jewish faith and Jewish people with the actions of the state of Israel? The petition 

does not do that…. No matter how uncomfortable it may be for some in this 

Chamber, the state of Israel stands accused of committing genocide in Gaza. Does 

he agree? 

 
Mr Frith  

I do not agree with that. 

Richard Tice  

Now that we have debated this appalling motion, is there a minimum timeframe 

before we have to debate it again? 
 

***  
 

IMMIGRATION PROPOSALS 
As these proposals stand children like me arriving in the UK seeking sanctuary 

would be left out in the cold. Worse, they could be handcuffed and deported, even 

if they have family here ready and willing to care for them. Those are not British 

values and they are certainly not Labour values. 

Alf Dubs, Labour peer, who came to the UK as a six-year old with the 

Kindertransport, quoted in The Guardian 26 June 
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PENDLE HILL AM NEWSLETTER 

I offered to produce a simple monthly newsletter for Pendle Hill AM, and they 
accepted my offer. The first newsletter that I edit will be August 2026 

 
 

NEWS FROM WOODBROOKE 
EQUIPPING FOR MINISTRY 

 
The next Equipping for Ministry programme begins in December 2026 
and applications will open on 18 July. 
 
Equipping for Ministry (also known as EfM) is a two-year learning journey 
for Friends who want to deepen their understanding of Quakerism and 
become more confident in living Spirit-led lives within the Quaker 
community and the wider world. 

 
 

Introducing Talks and Thoughts (see Events section) 
from Berni Jordan (Bolton meeting) 

Talks and Thoughts is an ongoing programme of talks and discussion on a wide 
range of subjects. Friends meet every Tuesday evening and the group is organised 
by Bolton Quakers. We cover themes, based on the interests of the group. Sub-
jects range from current affairs and social issues to religion, philosophy and litera-
ture.  

Being Quakers, we start each meeting with five minutes of silence to prepare our-
selves and to raise our awareness of being together. 

Talks and Thoughts encourages friendly discussion, in-depth conversation, or just 
listening. We explore together our views of the world, and everyone is welcome.  

Here are some questions we asked ourselves: 

What do you talk about? 
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We talk about the issues that concern us and the concepts that we grapple with. 
Examples include the situation for asylum seekers, armaments, climate change, 
homelessness, inequality and human rights. In trust and friendship, we consider 
ethics and virtues in an open and honest way. We share our views and deeper be-
liefs. 

Some weeks we lead sessions of our own and some are more formal with visiting 
speakers with expertise or from different faiths and as far away as Lake Erie and 
Uganda. 

We give a brief overview of the Talks and Thoughts meeting at our Bolton Meet-
ing for Worship every Sunday. It’s sometimes difficult to give a sense of the even-
ing in a just a few words. 

Why do you come? 

‘Other people’s point of view always gives me something to reflect on.’ 

‘I like the debate and the friendly banter.’ 

‘Pick any subject, by the end of the night you will have learned something new.’ 

‘I came to Talks and Thoughts before I came to Meeting for Worship on Sunday 
because I wanted to find out what it was all about.’ 

‘Sometimes a talk helps me to frame my thoughts.’ 

‘People at work have started asking what we talked about.’ 

We try to report to Meeting on a Sunday but sometimes it’s difficult to condense 
a whole evening into a sentence or two. You have to go to know. 

How do you decide what to talk about? 

‘Everyone throws in ideas and we try to fit them into a three-month programme.’ 

We have regular planning sessions, so that we can all decide on subjects that in-
terest and inform us. There is always a wide-ranging programme. In the last year 
we have learned about early Jewish Christianity, discussed Quaker Christianity, 
and reflected on the Lord’s prayer. We have had sessions on history, literature, 
religion and poetry. Speakers from other faith communities have shared their be-
liefs so we have learned about Humanism, Buddhism, Judaism and Islam. Through 
talking to others, we become more aware of ‘the light that is within us all.’ 
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How long has Talks &Thoughts been going? 

Bolton Quakers have held a regular discussion group for as long as anybody can 
remember. Margaret Johnston who sadly died in November 2020 was central to 
the group for many decades. 

 

Advices and Queries 5 

‘Take time to learn about other people’s experiences of the Light. Remember the 
importance of the Bible, the writings of Friends and all writings which reveal the 
ways of God. As you learn from others can you in turn give freely from what you 
have gained? While respecting the experiences and opinions of others, do not be 
afraid to say what you have found and what you value. Appreciate that doubt and 
questioning can also lead to spiritual growth and to a greater awareness of the 
Light that is in us all.’ 
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INDEX TO EVENTS SECTION 

 
7 July – Meeting on Proposal to have Youth Development Worker 
7 July – Bolton Talks and Thoughts 
8-9 July – BBC Young Chorister of the Year 
14 July – Outdoor Meeting for Worship 
14 July – Bolton Talks and Thoughts 
16 July – Witness Groups Social 
17 July – Pre-BYM events at Central Mcr FMH 
18 July – BYM in Manchester – see page 16 
19 July – Area Meeting at 1pm Warrington in person only 
21 July – Bolton Talks and Thoughts 
22 July, 12 midday; Reparations Drop-In Session 
25 July to 1 August – Quaker Camp 
28 July, 7pm. ; Reparations Drop-In Session 
28 July – Bolton Talks and Thoughts 
1 August – Wendy Fitton Memorial Meeting 
2-8 August – Summer School 
19 September – A Silent Walking Vigil for Peace 
19 September – Regional Gathering in Liverpool ‘Building joy, 
hope and peace together. 
25 Sept – How Do We Need to Change Secondary Schools?’ 
23 October – Reparations Conference 
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Talks and Thoughts Programme July 2026 
Every Tuesday 7.30 pm – 9.00 pm on Zoom  

7th July Sharing perceptions 
Outreach and the involvement of children and young people 
What we do | Discovering Quakers 

14th July Philip Austin 
Music of summer- sharing our favourite tracks 
 

21st July Mary Frodsham 
Speaking truths – A Unitarian perspective 
 

28th July Supporting prisoners of conscience 
 

Talks and Thoughts is all about friendly discussion, in-depth conversation or just listening. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84166130290?pwd=L285ZlJnTXROcHFHTGgzdXV0VXJ6QT09 

Meeting ID: 841 6613 0290  Passcode: Woolman. For more information and to confirm the 
subject for the evening, please contact Bernie on clerksboltonquakers@gmail.com  

 
Monthly Outdoor Worship 

 

1st Saturday of  each month at 11am 

 

An opportunity to experience worship in urban green 
spaces and local natural surroundings. All are welcome. 

Family friendly. Picnics welcome! 

4th July: Lincoln Square (central Manchester) 

1st Aug: Ryebank Fields (optional picnic and/or walk after) 

5th Sept: Dovestones Reservoir (optional picnic and/or walk) 

3rd Oct: AM Burial Ground in Sale(optional gardening and 
picnic) 

We will go ahead in all weathers, unless the wind is over 30mph. 
Suggestions for future locations are welcomed. We try to ensure 

locations are as accessible as possible with toilets nearby. We 
have a Google Doc for organising lift shares and/or travel 

together on public transport. 

https://meetings.discoveringquakers.org.uk/what-we-do/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84166130290?pwd=L285ZlJnTXROcHFHTGgzdXV0VXJ6QT09
mailto:clerksboltonquakers@gmail.com
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For further details please contact outdoorworship.M.W.A.M 

@gmail.com 

 
***These self-organised community events are undertaken at  

participants own risk, no liability is accepted.*** 

OUTDOOR MEETING FOR WORSHIP 4 JULY 
 

Our outdoor meetings for worship will now be a regular event on the 
first Saturday of each month, so do put this in your diaries. These are 
family friendly events, children of all ages are welcome. It is open for 
anyone across our Area Meeting, please invite friends. 
 

 
Details for July: 
Date: Saturday 4th July 

 
Venue: Peace Garden, Lincoln Square, Manchester M2 5HX 

 
Time: Meet at 11am in the park. It's fairly open and not that large so we will 
be visible and some will be wearing Quaker clothing or a banner.  
We will decide on the day whether we do a full hour or shorten it to half an 
hour (weather dependent). 
There are cafes and shops nearby with toilets. 
 
What to bring?  
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Suitable clothing - please check the weather forecast and come prepared!  
You might wish to bring a folding seat or mat/something waterproof for 
sitting on the ground if needed. We will try to locate our circle near existing 
benches.  
 
What about the weather? 
We will go ahead whatever the weather, unless there's high winds.  

 
We look forward to worshiping outside with you in July. In friendship, Kim, 
Steve, Steven, and Mark 
 
 

BBC YOUNG CHORISTER OF THE YEAR 2026 - A SONGS OF 
PRAISE SPECIAL 

 
Free tickets - BBC Young Chorister of the Year 2026 is recording in Manchester 
this July 

  

 
You don't often get email from info@lostintv.com. Learn why 
this is important 

 

 

Hello, 

I hope you're well. I'm from Lost in TV - we are a ticket 
company for TV and radio shows, and at the moment we are 
working on BBC Songs of Praise: Young Chorister of the 
Year 2026, which is being recorded at the iconic Hallé St 
Peter's in Manchester next month. 

We'd love to invite you and your congregation at Manchester 
& Warrington Area Quaker Meeting to come along and be 
part of the audience as we celebrate the very best of young 
choral talent from across the country. Tickets are free - it 
would be wonderful to have as many local parishioners join 
us as possible. 

https://kgprbg9y.r.eu-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Flostintv.com%2Ftv-show%3Fid=1436/2/010b019ef45305c8-25804c34-df7f-4b73-9ceb-76e5b1af71c3-000000/wguoB9brzmmvXAlCXxWdDpqZu34=258
https://kgprbg9y.r.eu-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Flostintv.com%2Ftv-show%3Fid=1436/2/010b019ef45305c8-25804c34-df7f-4b73-9ceb-76e5b1af71c3-000000/wguoB9brzmmvXAlCXxWdDpqZu34=258
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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Do let me know if there is interest. I've included all the 
details of the recording below - people can book directly on 
our website using the links - or you can pass on my email 
address or contact number for them to request their tickets. 

Thank you for your time - please let me know if I can help 
with any further information. 

Kind regards, 
James 

Lost in TV audience services 
020 8530 8154 

BBC YOUNG CHORISTER OF THE YEAR 2026 - A SONGS 
OF PRAISE SPECIAL 

Songs of Praise and BBC Radio 2 would love to invite you to 
a very special recording of BBC Young Chorister of the Year 
2026 from the iconic Hallé St Peter's in Manchester. 

WHEN: 
Wednesday 8th July 2026 - Junior Semi-Final (doors 
open 10:30am) 
Wednesday 8th July 2026 - Senior Semi-Final (doors 
open 4:00pm) 
Thursday 9th July 2026 - Grand Final (doors open 
11:30am) 

Age restriction: there is no minimum age for entry, all ages 
are warmly welcomed but children aged 17 and under should 

be supervised by a responsible adult at all times. 

WHERE: 
Hallé St Peter's, Audience Entrance on Hood Street, Ancoats, 
Manchester, M4 6BF 
Click for directions 

Book Tickets 
 

 

https://kgprbg9y.r.eu-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Flostintv.com%2Ftv-show%3Fid=1436/2/010b019ef45305c8-25804c34-df7f-4b73-9ceb-76e5b1af71c3-000000/wguoB9brzmmvXAlCXxWdDpqZu34=258
https://kgprbg9y.r.eu-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Flostintv.com%2Ftv-show%3Fid=1436/2/010b019ef45305c8-25804c34-df7f-4b73-9ceb-76e5b1af71c3-000000/wguoB9brzmmvXAlCXxWdDpqZu34=258
https://kgprbg9y.r.eu-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fmaps.google.com%2F%3Fq=Hall%25C3%25A9%2BSt%2BPeter%2527s%252C%2BHood%2BStreet%252C%2BAncoats%252C%2BManchester%252C%2BM4%2B6BF/1/010b019ef45305c8-25804c34-df7f-4b73-9ceb-76e5b1af71c3-000000/HRWm1Sn4JDpVqpuJt5Z3xk6Ju5A=258
https://kgprbg9y.r.eu-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Flostintv.com%2Ftv-show%3Fid=1436/3/010b019ef45305c8-25804c34-df7f-4b73-9ceb-76e5b1af71c3-000000/DrslktftSj1NQHxSONlBO4RaKbM=258
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FACE-TO-FACE SOCIAL FOR WITNESS GROUPS  
16 JULY 6.30 PM MOUNT ST 

 
On Thursday 16 July, the witness groups (Social Justice Group, 
Environment Group, Racial Justice Group) plan to have a face-to face 
meeting with bring and share food. While Zoom meetings are 
convenient, we do lose something when we don’t meet face-to-face. 
The meeting  will be in the Friends Room in Central Manchester 
Meeting House, Mount St. It will mainly be a social meeting, but the 
groups will have an opportunity to talk about what they have been 
doing, and future plans. All are welcome, whether you are actively 
involved in the groups or just interested.  
 

  
 

 PRE-BYM EVENTS 17 July eve at Central Manchester FMH 
 

VISITORS WELCOME AT CENTRAL MANCHESTER FMH 

Central Manchester Meeting House will be open from about 6.15 on17 July and 

there will be tea and coffee and cold drinks, and sandwiches. A Meeting for 

Worship will be held from 6.30-6.55.  

 

WORSHIP 17 July 

Meeting for Worship 6:15pm and 8:15pm 

Epilogue 8.15pm to 8.45pm 

 

QUAKER PALESTINE SOLIDARITY GROUP 17 JULY MEETING 
 

We will hold a meeting of the national Palestine Quaker Solidarity group on Friday 

17 July  at Central Manchester Quaker Meeting House , Mount Street, M2 5NS , 

just behind the Central Library, St Peters Square, from 7-8pm. All inter-

ested  Quakers are very welcome. There will be two invited local speakers: 

 

Alison Harris : Recent experiences of a Jewish activist in building a successful lo-

cal campaigning group against the Gaza genocide.  

 

Dr Amer, trauma and orthopaedic surgeon in Manchester:  
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Eye witness to the Genocide in Gaza.   

 

We are very grateful to Local Meeting, Trustees, and our staff for making it  possi-

ble for us to use the Meeting House for these events.  

 

Quaker Palestine Solidarity (QPS) is an informal Quaker group in Britain. 

Many  of us are active in local solidarity groups,  some have been to Palestine and 

or Israel, including  as Human Rights monitors with the Ecumenical 

Accompaniment Programme EAPPI . The group meets virtually to share news and 

offer mutual support, and met in person to hear an inspiring speaker in the margins 

of BYM in London in May 2026.  

 
ART INSTALLATION 17 July eve at Mount St 

Steve Hornby has been working with Liz Smith (filmmaker) on an art installation, 
which will be an immersive experience. 
 

 
Area Meeting Dates for 2026 

Sunday 19 July 1pm Warrington in person only 
Thursday 1 October 7pm Central Manchester in person and online 
Saturday 5 December 2pm Central Manchester in person and online (NB 
change of date) 

 
Reparation Drop-in Sessions 22 July 12 midday and 28 July7pm 

The Networking and Listening Workstream of the Reparation Working Group 
invites you to join our monthly drop-in sessions online. Hosted by the 
Workstream’s convener, these sessions offer a welcoming and flexible space 
for Friends to connect, reflect, and learn together.  

You are welcome to join whether you have specific questions about 
reparation, want to deepen your understanding, share the work you’re 
involved in, or simply listen and learn. You can attend as a one-off or 
come regularly-both are equally valued. 

These informal gatherings are designed to support open dialogue and 
meaningful exchange, with each session building on shared insights 
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while remaining accessible to newcomers. Sessions typically last 
around 45 minutes to an hour. 

Details and joining instructions available from Racial Justice Group and 
Admin Officer 

 
QUAKER CAMP 

 
QUAKER CAMP will take place from Saturday 25th July to Saturday 1st 
August 2026 at Bank House Farm Campsite near Hartington in 
Derbyshire. Please email quaker.campers@gmail.com if you would like  
a booking form or any further information.  
 
WENDY FITTON MEMORIAL MEETING 
 
Dear Friends 
You are warmly invited to a Memorial Meeting for Worship to give thanks for the 
grace of God in the life of Wendy Fitton on Saturday 1 August at 1.30 for 2pm 
start, at Central Manchester Meeting House. 
This will be followed by tea and cake.  
 

In Friendship 
 
Mary Atkinson (Admin Officer) 

 
 

Friends’ Summer School (from E Cheshire AM Newsletter) 
2-8 August 2026 

From the first mailing for Friends Summer School 2026. To be shared 
through your meeting's notices and passed on to anyone you know 
with eligible young people (including Quaker-adjacent families who 
might not be on our usual lists). 
 
The key details 
 

mailto:quaker.campers@gmail.com
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• Sunday 2nd – Saturday 8th August, FSC Preston Montford 
• Theme: 'Close Encounters of the Quaker Kind' 
 
• Ages 11–17 (and 10 year olds turning 11 before 1st September 2026, 
or with an older sibling attending) 
 
• Cost: £370 (bursary support available via your Area Meeting or the 
Summer School Treasurer) 
 
• Book online: https://forms.gle/JgN45pHebygnyP5T9 
• Enquiries: friendssummerschool@gmail.com 
 
Johnny Robinson 
The Friends Summer School Committee 

 

*Invitation to: North West Regional Gathering, 19th September 
10.30 – 4pm, Liverpool Quaker Meeting House, 22 School Lane, L1 

3BT 

 Theme: Building Joy, Hope, and Peace Together 

 Purpose: Getting to know one another, worship, fun, and decision-making. 

There will be workshops with The Kindlers (https://thekindlers.org.uk/), 
activities, music 

 To book, please email Andrew 
via Andrew.backhouse@phonecoop.coop 

A SILENT WALKING VIGIL FOR PEACE 
 

This will be on Saturday 19 September in London (12.00 midday to 
4.00pm) with smaller events happening elsewhere in the UK. This 
Quaker led loud silence for world peace, hopes to bring  together a 
large number of peacemakers; not in a demonstration, not in a pro-
test, but a 'walking vigil'.  Quakers from all over the UK are involved 
in the planning.  All interested Friends are welcome to the recurring 
Tuesday Zoom meeting at 4.00pm.  Here is the  planning event link:  

https://thekindlers.org.uk/
mailto:Andrew.backhouse@phonecoop.coop
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https://quaker.zoom.us/meeting/regis-
ter/FKh2b64jS6SJzVzvdPR-pA#/registration 

Steve Day & Bridget Holtom 
faithinaction@quaker.org.uk    
 
 

 
 
 

REPARATIONS CONFERENCE 
23 October at Friends House and online. Organised by Reparations 
Working Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://quaker.zoom.us/meeting/register/FKh2b64jS6SJzVzvdPR-pA#/registration
https://quaker.zoom.us/meeting/register/FKh2b64jS6SJzVzvdPR-pA#/registration
mailto:faithinaction@quaker.org.uk
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

 
If you are not on the mailing list, and would like to be emailed future 
copies of the Newsletter, (or to stop receiving it,) email Mary Atkinson 
on  
admin@manchesterquakers.org.uk with your request. 

 
Please send items for the Newsletter to elizcol@dialstart.net   The 
deadline for newsletters is 5pm on the last day of the month. The 
deadline for the August newsletter is 5pm on 31 July. I put almost 
everything I receive into the newsletter, with very little editing. Short 
items with pictures are best. When submitting items for publication, 
please be aware that the newsletter is a public document, posted on 
our website, and we do not control who sees it. Think before 
submitting personal information, email addresses and photos. Try to 
avoid sending text and photos that are under copyright, and get 
consent from people in photos if needed.  
 
Look at the website https://www.manchesterquakers.org.uk under 
“Newsletters and Events” if you’d like to see back-issues. 

If you want to make contact with anyone who writes in the newsletter, 
and no contact details are given, email me  
elizcol@dialstart.net and I’ll forward your email to them. 

 
Please feel free to forward the AM Newsletter to anyone who may be 
interested. 
 
The views expressed in articles are those of their authors, not 
necessarily those of Area Meeting. 

 
Elizabeth Coleman, Editor    07969 385080 

 

mailto:admin@manchesterquakers.org.uk
mailto:elizcol@dialstart.net
https://www.manchesterquakers.org.uk/
mailto:elizcol@dialstart.net

